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Archery RangE newest  

Attraction at west park 

Long, Stisher, Abercrombie are  

sworn in to serve  new terms   

NARCOG makes 

fee changes in 

non-urban areas 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  It’s been almost two months since 

North Alabama Regional Council of 

Governments acquired Morgan 

County’s transportation service, 

and so far everything is running 

good, according to the agency’s 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Morgan County District Court 

Judge referenced admirably the late 

President Abraham Lincoln when 

commending Commission Chairman 

Ray Long, District 3 Commissioner 

Don Stisher and District 4 Commis-

sioner Greg Abercrombie before ad-

ministering the oath of office to each 

of them to begin new terms. 

  “I like the way you all get along and 

conduct the county’s business,” Lang-

ham said. You’re doing a good job, 

and I am honored to swear you in 

again.” 

  The three men did not have any op-

position during this year’s election 

cycle, and as mandated by law they 

had to renew their oaths on Nov. 16th 

in order to conduct their first meeting 

of the month. 

  Their families and friends were pre-

sent to observe and participate. 

  Each commissioner thanked resi-

dents who put them in office and ex-

pressed gladness for no opposition. 

  “It feels like the first time I ever 

took office,” said Abercrombie. “I 

thank the people of Morgan County 

for putting their trust in me to serve 

in this office. I enjoy working with 

the other commissioners because we 

have a good working relationship.” 

  Abercrombie began his third term. 

  Stisher was equally grateful for an-

other term. 

  “I am thankful to once again serve 

Please see NARCOG, page 8 

Please see Swearing-in, page 2 

County’s District 2 park on tap 

to draw major sporting events 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Morgan County District 2 Com-

missioner Randy Vest is all about 

improving the quality of life for 

residents; and he’s open for ideas 

as he works to make that happen. 

  His willingness to listen and 

work with others has resulted in 

creating an archery range at West 

Park in his District. 

  “When I was campaigning in 

2010 I visited West Park,” Vest 

said. “I listened to the comments 

of individuals as they expressed 

feelings of disappointment con-

cerning the upkeep and mainte-

nance of the park. I felt the pride 

that the community once held was 

gone. I was determined to see that 

change by implementing new 

maintenance procedures and 

plans for improvements. When a 

new director (Sean Dailey) was 

District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest addresses crowd at  grand  opening of range. 

Please see West Park,  page 4 
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Commissioners’ Report 
 

Swearing-in 

the people of Morgan County with in-

tegrity and dignity,” Stisher said. “We 

do work well together, with respect for 

one another. I look forward to continu-

ing to serve the residents of this coun-

ty.” 

  Stisher began his fifth term  in office. 

  Chairman Ray Long, who started his 

second term, which is six years, praised 

fellow commissioners, office staff and 

department heads for working together. 

  “I want to let you know that the last 

six years have been great,” he said. 

“Riding around on a bicycle barefoot as 

a little boy in Somerville, who would’ve 

thought that I would be the highest 

elected official in Morgan County. It’s 

an honor, but it’s not about me. It’s 

about serving the people. It’s not a 40-

hour job. We may get a call at midnight 

about somebody’s garbage not being 

picked up, but that’s my job. I love my 

job because I love to serve.” 

  “I’ve always wanted to serve. I can 

remember Dick Fleming coming to our 

school when I was a boy, and I would 

sit beside him in the lunch room. Now, 

here I am holding a job that he once 

held. I have always served in the com-

munity doing different things, and I 

love what I’m doing now.” 

  Long thanked each commissioner for 

working with him to improve county 

government and making decisions to 

move the county forward by investing 

in new, nearby industry that will offer 

employment opportunities to local resi-

dents. 

  “We don’t try to undermine each other 

or go around somebody’s back,” he said. 

“We don’t agree on everything all the 

time, but we don’t fight and bicker pub-

licly. I thank each of these commission-

ers for the great work they do.” 

   Long praised family members, includ-

ing his children, and especially his wife 

Regina, who worked tirelessly during 

his campaign for the office six years 

ago. 

  “I wouldn’t be here without her,” he 

said of his wife. “We went through so 

many hours of praying to make sure it 

was God’s will for me to run, and we 

Continued from page 1 

  Above,  top left, 

Commissioner  

Greg Abercrombie  

is sworn  in by  

Judge Charles Lang-

ham; right, Com-

missioner Don 

Stisher   is  sworn 

in; below, left, 

Chairman Ray Long   

takes oath of 

office,  with grand-

children, Chance, 

Tripp and Ellie 

holding the Bible. 

Right he poses with 

his family; and be-

low, left,  Long and  

commissioners at 

the  reception. Please see New terms, page 3 
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Commissioners’ Report 
 

 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Televised  County Commission meetings 

 You  may watch County Commission meetings  on Saturday on WYAM TV 51  in the 8 a.m.  time  slot. The com-

mission meeting airs immediately after the Decatur City Council meeting.  The commission meets the second 

and fourth Tuesday of each month. Videographer Derrick Shull covers the meetings for the TV station. 

Commissioners busy preparing  for  wintry weather 

  Left,  a  scene from  the reception  that  followed  the  swearing-in ceremony.  Right,  District 3 Commissioner  Don Stisher  poses with  wife Van, left,  grandson Dagan, who held  the  Bible For 

Stisher’s oath, and  right, daughter Cassie. 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  While hoping for a mild winter, commission-

ers are preparing for all the elements that 

accompany the cold season. 

  Commissioners are also finishing paving 

projects in some areas. 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark has a 

crew helping with landscape at the new jail 

annex. 

  “We’re getting ready to help put down sod in 

the next week or so,” Clark said. We’ve fin-

ished all of our projects that we were working 

on, and we’re getting ready to do a little pav-

ing on Old Moulton Road. We partnered with 

the City of Decatur to do work on Joe Davis 

New terms 

knew it was. My name was on the signs, but it 

should’ve been Ray and Regina. It was a team 

effort. We’d get out and walk for hours and get 

back home and wonder if we did any good. We 

obviously did because it was God’s will. I thank 

everyone again for letting me serve you.” 

  A reception with refreshments followed the 

swearing-in ceremony. 

  The commission conducted its first meeting  of 

the month after the reception. 

Continued from page  2 

Road in Decatur. The city dug out some bad spots 

and we’re going to resurface it.” 

 Two roads will be rebuilt in District 2. 

    “We are in total rebuild mode of Goose Pond and 

McCleskey roads,” said District 2 Commissioner 

Randy Vest. “These roads will be straightened wid-

ened and hot mixed with a “turn-around” (cul-de- 

sac) at the end. This will provide buses and emer-

Please see Commissioners, page 9 

Morgan County Courthouse 

302 Lee St. NE 

Open Monday through Friday 

Hours of  operation:  8 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 256-351-4600 
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West Park 

hired and the parks were placed un-

der his care, we stressed the im-

portance of the parks in our commu-

nities and wanted to see the im-

provements continue, and we have.” 

  Dailey said the concept of an ar-

chery range was presented by Parks 

and Recreation employee Garrett 

Turrentine, and they presented it to 

Vest. 

  “When the employee brought the 

idea of an archery range to the direc-

tor, I must admit I was skeptical,” 

Vest shared. “Then, as we re-

searched and visited other sites, 

talked to many involved in this 

sport, it became easy for them to sell 

me on the idea. With the known and 

3D ranges, we can offer an option to 

our school children and tournament 

shooters not found in our immediate 

area.” 

  When Vest accepted the idea he 

began to work. 

  “Commissioner Vest has been in-

volved with the plan every step of 

the way,” said Dailey. “He attended 

every archery meeting with Parks 

and Recreation. His district shop 

guys kicked off the project by exca-

vating the area. Mr. Vest was even 

on and off a bulldozer, clearing land. 

He has been a tremendous source of 

support and encouragement. For 

Parks and Rec and the county, the 

range with the 3D trail will provide 

the opportunity to create positive 

economic impact through tourna-

ments and a variety of special 

events.” 

  The range is located on ¾ of an acre 

with a total of 29 targets, and it is 

handicap accessible. The 3D trail is 

0.8 miles long with 20 lanes, accord-

ing to Dailey. 

  The facility will be used for sched-

uled events/shoots only. 

  Vest says he’s optimistic about the 

future of West Park. 

  “I am looking forward to the possi-

bilities this will bring to our park,” 

he said. “I am thankful to the Parks 

and Recreation Department for an 

outstanding job.” 

   A ribbon cutting was held at the 

archery range on Nov. 16th. where 

about 100 people gathered, including 

students from Danville Middle 

School, which has an archery pro-

gram. Hartselle Mayor Randy Garri-

son, and   Hartselle Chamber of 

Commerce Chairman Daniel 

Copeland , as well as other officials 

attended the event . Chairman Ray 

Long  lauded  Vest  and Parks and 

Rec  for  the archery range. “It’s out-

standing” ,” he said.   

Continued  from page 1 

    Top photos show  some of the people who attended the ribbon cutting ceremony beneath. 
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More scenes from the range 
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District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher served 

as great leader for  regional  organization 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director   

For the past year District 3 Commis-

sioner Don Stisher represented Mor-

gan County extremely well as presi-

dent of the Association of Tennessee 

Valley Governments. In the position he 

presided over quarterly meetings that 

were rotated between the seven states 

that hold ATVG memberships. 

  Stisher, who is beginning his fifth 

term on the County Commission, has 

served on the ATVG Board of Directors 

three of the terms he’s been in office. 

  “We’re an advocate for local govern-

ments to TVA.  We deal with matters 

involving such things as electric rates, 

and water quality along the Tennessee 

River,” Stisher explained. 

  “It’s been an honor to represent Mor-

gan County and the state of Alabama 

as president of the board and I will 

continue to do so, working with TVA to 

bring you clean and affordable power 

to the Tennessee Valley,  in which 

we’re so blessed to live. The beauty of 

the valley with all its rivers, lakes and 

streams provide so much in the line of 

recreation, tourism, economic develop-

ment and opportunities for our families 

to enjoy work, play and life in general. 

I am humble to be a part of the work of 

ATVG and trust that those before and 

after will continue these good efforts.” 

  Stisher will remain on the board as 

past president. 

  During a commission meeting last month Chairman Ray Long presented  jail officer 

Jeffrey Tidwell a certificate for completing  training through the National Institute for 

Jail Operations. The training was offered by the Association of County Commissions of 

Alabama. Sheriff Ana Franklin, left,  congratulated Tidwell on his achievement, and 

spoke about the importance of training. 

  Chairman Ray Long said he and 

the other commissioners are proud 

of Stisher’s role on the board. 

  “Don does a great job represent-

ing the county on the ATVG 

Board,” Long said. “He has constit-

uents at heart in everything he 

does.”  

     District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher, left, receives a plaque from ATVG Direc-

tor Mike Arms,.  Right,  incoming  ATVG President  Gary Reasons of Crockett  

County,  Tenn. 
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About 

The Voice of 

Morgan County 

Morgan County Commission 

  The Voice of Morgan County is published 

quarterly and mailed to 46,000 homes. It is a 

product of the County Commission and no 

portion of it may be re-produced. This is the 

first edition of the fifth volume. 

  The publication is produced solely by Com-

munications/Community Relations Director 

Sheryl Marsh.  

   

  Please be sure to  view community videos on 

our website by going to www.co.morgan.al.us  

There, click on county departments, then se-

lect Communications/Community Relations 

and click on multimedia. 
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Rx cards still available 

  The Morgan County Commission still has  free Rx  discount cards for county 

residents. Collectively, the cards have resulted in more than $200,000 in sav-

ings for people who have used them. 

To get your card please go to our website: www.co.morgan.al.us and click on 

Coast to Coast to request one. We will mail it to you. There are no eligibility 

requirements. 

@MorganCoComm 

Morgan  registered 8,220 new voters, Commission supported  

registrars   with county funds  to  hire  temporary help for office 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  The Morgan County Board of Regis-

trars worked around the clock pro-

cessing more than 20,000 applica-

tions for voter registration between 

March and October, and the County 

Commission supported their efforts. 

  Board of Registrars Chairwoman 

Adonis Bailey said she, registrars 

Lynda Henley and Amy Hamilton,  

and office staff worked long hours 

and on weekends to get a total of 

21,213 applications for new and up-

dated registration processed. 

  “We started about August and 

worked seven days a week until 

Election Day,” Bailey said. “We 

worked long hours and all holidays 

during that period, also.” 

   County Commission Chairman Ray 

Long said he and commissioners ful-

ly supported their efforts by approv-

ing temporary employment to help 

them. 

  “We knew it would cost extra to 

process all the new voters, and we 

wanted to make sure they had ade-

quate help to get it done,” Long said. 

“While it’s not really our job to do so 

financially, we are obligated to serve 

the residents of this county, and we 

will always go the extra mile to do 

it.” 

  Morgan registered 8,220 new vot-

ers, Bailey said. In addition, the of-

fice updated 12,993 records of people 

who are already registered. 

  Bailey explained that updates are 

processed just like first-time applica-

tions, and this has to be done before 

voters are allowed to cast ballots. 

  “We had over 800 updates turned in 

on Election Day, and we are still get-

ting updates,” she said. 

  Bailey said the work continues. 

  “There’s a deadline for everything,” 

she said. “Come January the names 

of all the people who have been in 

MVRA for the last four years will be 

placed on a list that we will have to 

run in the newspaper. These are peo-

ple we have tried to contact for four 

years, and we have gotten mail we 

sent to them returned to this office. 

In 2017 their names will be purged 

from the voter list if we don’t hear 

from them. This is in accordance 

with the National Voter Registration 

Act.” 

  If you are a registered voter, but 

your status is inactive, please con-

tact the Board of Registrars office to 

update your record. The office is lo-

cated on the first floor of the court-

house. The phone number is  256-

351-4660. 

The Morgan County Courthouse will be closed on the following dates in observance of  

Christmas and New Year holidays: 

 

Christmas 

Friday, Dec. 23, and Monday Dec. 26 

 

New Year 

Monday, Jan. 2 

 

Garbage Service 

There will be no change in Environmental Services’ garbage pickup. The department will 

work Dec. 23 and Dec. 26, and garbage will be collected as usual. 

HOLIDAY CLOSINGS 
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District Court Judge Langham a Top advocate for children 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  When issues of abuse and neglect of 

children come before District Court 

Judge Charles Langham he deals 

with them appropriately.  

  He upholds justice for all involved, 

while protecting the innocent chil-

dren. 

  Perhaps, this is why he received the 

first Champion of Children award 

from Child Advocacy Center of Mor-

gan County during a recent fundrais-

er. 

  “Nelson Mandela, the late president 

of South Africa once said the follow-

ing, which made a deep and lasting 

impression on me: There can be no 

keener revelation of a society’s soul 

than the way in which it treats its 

children,” Langham said. 

  “As a juvenile judge for Morgan 

County I reflect on that profound 

observation often,” he shared. “Also, 

as a juvenile judge I regard my main 

responsibility to be a protector of 

children. Children in my courtroom 

do not choose to be sexually or physi-

cally abused by those who are sup-

posed to love and care for them. Chil-

dren in my courtroom do not choose 

to live in a filthy home where drugs 

are the main priority of their parents 

over their children’s welfare. Far too 

often the voice of these very children 

is not heard as it should be in the 

courts of this land. Even when we 

judges do our very best to give these 

children a voice in court, we some-

times fail them. That is the reason I 

am constantly striving to give chil-

dren in my courtroom a voice. One 

answer is the Child Advocacy Center, 

which provides an array of services 

for abused children, such as forensic 

interviews, therapy and family advo-

cacy.” 

  District Attorney Scott Anderson 

NARCOG 

Transportation Director Robby 

Cantrell. 

  “The goal was to move forward 

without notice and that’s where we 

are,” said Cantrell. “Everything 

seems to be going great.” 

  A change in the program’s fee sys-

tem had to go back to what it was 

originally, under Morgan County 

Area Transportation System 

(MCATS). 

  “We went back to the $2 fee for one 

way in the urban area because it on-

ly affected a few people,” Cantrell 

said.  

  In non-urban areas the bus ride fee 

starts at $2 for up to 5 miles, and 

increases by $2  per five miles during 

a trip. Example: a 10-mile trip would 

cost $4 one way, and a 20-mile trip 

would be $8. 

  The name of the system is NARC-

OG Regional Transportation Agency, 

which includes Lawrence County’s 

system. Cantrell said the fees apply 

to Lawrence County residents, also. 

  Scheduling rides has not changed. 

  Riders must schedule transporta-

tion 24 hours in advance of the actu-

al pickup day; and no rides will be 

scheduled after 2 p.m. for the next 

day. 

  MCATS has been removed from the 

building on second Avenue South-

east, and from all buses. Cantrell 

said the new name, NARCOG Re-

gional Transit Agency will be placed 

on the facility and vehicles soon. 

  The new phone number for trans-

portation in Morgan County is: 256-

580-2088; and Lawrence County’s 

number is 256-974-2488. 

    

 One-way costs to ride 

 $2 for each trip up to 5 miles 

 $4 for each trip up to 10 miles 

 $6 up to 15 miles 

 $8 up to 20 miles 

 $10 for each trip over 20 miles with-

in service area 

   

  NOTE: Special rates apply for trips 

outside the  NARCOG  service area. 

Continued from page 1 

Commissioners 

Child Advocacy Center of Morgan County honors 

him with its first Champion of Children  award 

  District Attorney Scott Anderson, left, presents  the Champion of Children award 

to Judge Langham. Please see Judge Langham, page 9 
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Wishing  you  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

The Morgan County Commission 

Commissioners 

gency vehicles an area to turn around rather than 

the cumbersome backing in and out of drive-

ways.” 

  A contractor was to begin resurfacing three oth-

er roads and patching others on Dec. 1st. In addi-

tion, progress is being made on the replacement 

of Vaughn Bridge. 

  “The road on each side has been elevated, and a 

couple of sections of decking have been removed,” 

Vest said.  

  District 3 is helping towns and schools while 

maintaining county projects. 

    “We’re still doing patching, chip sealing, bush 

hogging, shredding limbs and mulching,” said 

District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher. “We’ve also 

been busy preparing numerous roads for future 

paving and chip sealing that will begin in the 

summer of 2017. We’re also helping the Town of 

Eva with storm shelters, and the Town of 

Falkville and South Park with a newly installed 

culvert and new pavement on Culver Road, and 

the entrance to the ballpark and playground.” 

  In addition, Stisher’s district shop is helping 

Falkville High School with baseball field drainage 

upgrades, as well as the softball field. 

  District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie is 

proud to announce that the Lacey’s Spring Senior 

Center is now open. 

  Also, his district shop is completing work on Co-

taco-Florette Road. 

  “The bridge there is already finished, and that 

was six months ahead of  schedule,” Abercrombie 

said. “Now, we’re finishing paving between Co-

taco and Brewer. 

    All four commissioners are stocked with road 

supplies, such as sand and salt for potential snow 

and ice this winter. 

Continued from page 3 

Judge Langham 

presented the award to the judge, and praised 

his work. 

  Judge Langham is a caring official, who is in-

volved in numerous organizations with goals to 

make life better for children, including the coun-

ty’s Children’s Policy Council, of which he is 

chairman. He also served as president and is a 

founding member of Big Brothers/Big Sisters of 

Morgan County; he’s a reader for the Reading 

Across America Program; actively involved in 

the Violin Program for Children; and he served 

many years as church liaison for Boy Scout 

Troop 260 of Central United Methodist Church, 

where he and his wife Sonja are members. 

  In addition to juvenile court, he presides over 

child support court. 

Continued from page 8 
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Decatur Pepsi Cola Bottling 

Annual United Way Silent Auction fun 

Thanks Donors! 

  Morgan County’s silent auc-

tion to benefit United Way 

last month was successful 

and fun, with every auction 

item claimed by bid winners. 

  “It’s always a fun event,” 

said County Commission 

Chairman Ray Long. “We’re 

happy to be able to raise 

money for United Way, and 

at the same time it’s a good 

event for county employees.” 

  Local and area businesses 

gave quality merchandise for 

the charitable event held in 

the EMA auditorium at the 

courthouse. 

  Items included a $500 air-

line ticket voucher from 

Huntsville International Air-

port, a 55-inch TV from Lynn 

Layton Chevrolet,  two Iron 

Bowl tickets with compli-

Please see  Auction, page 14 

New  

Location 

 

2306 

Sixth 

Ave. 
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Beltline Road Sixth Avenue 

Thanks! 

Simp McGhee’s 

725 Bank St. 

Church St. NE 
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Morgan  license/tag office unite in pink to 

observe Breast Cancer Awareness in October 
 Morgan County License Commissioner Sharon 

Maxwell and employees donned pink T-shirts in 

October in observance of Breast Cancer Aware-

ness. 

  The T-shirts were especially designed for the 

office with a fitting slogan: “Drive out Cancer”, 

which was on a ribbon inside a tag design and 

inside a steering wheel. 

  At least one employee’s family has been affected 

by the disease, and there may be others, Maxwell 

said. 

  “This is our way of supporting this cause,” she 

said. 

  Employees in the courthouse, Hartselle and 

Lacey’s Spring offices wore the shirt. 

  “It’s been a lot of fun for us as an office to do 

something like this,” Maxwell said. “Any cause 

that’s close to anyone’s heart in this office, 

whether it’s cancer or heart disease, we’re going 

to participate. 

  The office issues licenses and tags. 
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Sponsor of this publication 

December 2016 

Sponsor of this  publication 

   

  Above, employees in the 

Hartselle  license commis-

sioner’s office; and left, 

employees in the Lacey’s 

Spring office appear to be 

happy to sport the  T-shirts 

in observance of Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month. 
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Auction 

mentary passes from Cook’s Pest 

Control and Kohl’s provided volun-

teers from its local store and plans to  

give a $500 check to United Way on 

behalf of the county. 

  “Words can’t express how grateful 

we are for these businesses who gave 

from their stock to help us have a 

great auction,” Long said. It  shows 

the giving spirit of the community we 

live in. “We look forward to the event 

again next year.   

Continued from page 10 
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Sponsor of this  publication Sponsor of this publication 

Auction countdown 
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Sponsor of this publication 

Support local businesses 

Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 

Sponsor of this publication 

Sponsor of this publication 


