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County’s Chief Administrator Belinda Ealey retires 

after 33 years in municipal, county government 

Happy Holidays! 

Chairman to appoint group 

to boost county’s growth 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Commission Chairman Ray 

Long is dissatisfied with the 

stagnant growth of Morgan 

County and he has taken a 

proactive step in pursuit of 

attracting new residents. 

  He has established the 

Chairman’s Growth Commit-

tee, and he plans to appoint 

11 residents from throughout 

the county to serve. The com-

mittee will meet quarterly 

during 2018 to brainstorm 

ways to increase the county’s 

population, which, reportedly 

has been hovering around 

  Chief Administrative Officer Belinda Ealey has re-

tired  after three decades in government. 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Thirty-three years ago Belinda Ealey stepped into public 

life to serve residents in Morgan County as town clerk and 

court clerk at Falkville Town Hall. 

  She concluded her work as chief administrative officer 

with the County Commission on Nov. 30th to enter into 

retirement. 

  “I just look forward to a new chapter in life. My new 

chapter has to be all about my family and serving more at 

my church,” Ealey shared. 

  She started working at Falkville on Nov. 30, 1984 and 

stayed there until 2010 when Commission Chairman Ray 

Long appointed her as his chief administrative officer. 

Please see Ealey, page 2 

  Long  in his seat  at the  commission bench Please see Committee, page 8 

Greg Reeves: Morgan 

exceeds  state, national 

stats  in  Opioids abuse 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Opioids, a variety of drugs, including 

heroin are causing deaths and the eco-

nomic impact on government coffers is 

astronomical, officials say. 

  The drugs are prescribed pain medi-

cations that are abused throughout 

the country.  Morgan County’s Opioids 

abuse numbers on average exceed 

state and national figures. 

 The County Commission hopes that a 

Please see Opioids, page 7 
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Ealey 

  “I’ve been blessed to have worked for so many good 

mayors and the chairman,” she said. 

  She found humor in the fact that she worked for three 

officials with the same first name initial.  

  “I worked for (former) mayors Roy Haynes and Roy 

Coley, and my boss at retirement is Ray Long. The three 

Rs,” she chuckled. “It’s been a fantastic journey.” 

  Born in Morgan County, Ealey is a 1976 graduate of 

Morgan County High School, and she attended Albright 

Business College and the University of Alabama at 

Huntsville. 

  She has twin sons, James and John; and she and her 

husband Larry reside in Falkville. 

  She is a member of Mt. Zion Baptist Church where she 

sings in the choir. 

  During her employment Ealey acquired an abundance 

of training in various fields and received honors along 

the way. 

  She served as a member of the Falkville Planning 

Commission 26 years, and as a member of the Associa-

tion of County Administrators Board of Directors Dis-

trict 4. 

  In 2007 she was named Municipal Clerk of the Year; 

became a certified payroll specialist and certified county 

administrator in 2014; and she became a certified hu-

man resources professional in 2015. 

  She devoted much time to her work, and she plans to 

do the same for family and serving others during retire-

ment. 

  “I’ve done a lot of things with my job ahead of my fami-

ly and those roles have got to be reversed,” she said. 

“And, I want to serve more. – That’s the next chapter in 

my life. I feel like that’s where the good Lord is leading 

me.” 

  Long said Ealey has served the county well. 

  “She’s been a great asset to Morgan County,” Long 

said. “I knew she was good when I chose her as my chief 

administrator. She will be truly missed.” 

  Long and the commission office staff held a retirement 

luncheon for Ealey before her departure.  Her family 

attended. Later, a reception was held in the commission 

office during a department head meeting. All depart-

ment leaders spoke highly of Ealey.  

   The commissioners praised Ealey and wished her well. 

  “It’s been a pleasure working with Belinda, and I hope 

she enjoys a happy retirement,” said District 1 Commis-

sioner Jeff Clark. 

      “I have enjoyed working with Belinda, and she was a 

true professional,” District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest 

said. 

  Above,  from left, Chairman Ray Long sparks laughter from  Belinda’s husband Larry as Belinda, cen-

ter, daughter-in-law Erica and son James  (seated)  share  in the  fun. Below,  Belinda , her family and  

commission office staff  prepare to  enjoy  lunch. 

Continued from page 1     District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher said 

Ealey was a good administrator, “Who went 

out of her way to help when called upon. We 

are truly going to miss her and the work she 

did for Morgan County.” 

  “Belinda was a good employee, who did her 

work in a professional manner and we will 

miss her,” District 4 Commissioner Greg Aber-

crombie said. “I hope she enjoys retirement.” 
  Happy retirement Belinda! 
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Commission office promotions 

Reeves becomes chief  administrator, Smith  

moves  to  deputy administrator  position 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 After Belinda Ealey retired in No-

vember Chairman Ray Long moved 

Julie Reeves, of Hartselle, into the 

chief administrative officer position. 

  Reeves, an Auburn University grad-

uate and a Certified Public Account-

ant was deputy chief administrator 

before Ealey’s departure. Her first 

job in the County Commission office 

was governmental accountant. 

  Long said Reeves has longevity and 

knows county government. 

  “She’s a good employee and has 

been with the county for more than 

eight years,” he said. “She knows 

what needs to be done and how eve-

rything is supposed to work. It was 

just natural to move her up.” 

  Reeves appreciates the promotion. 

  “I am grateful the chairman has 

given me this opportunity to serve 

Morgan County in a new and chal-

lenging way,” she said. 

  Long promoted Jessica Smith, of 

Eva, who was governmental account-

ant, to deputy chief administrative 

officer. 

  “She’s been here about five years 

and she’s really a good people per-

son,” Long said. “She’s easy to deal 

with and knows her job. She has 

been a great asset to the commission 

office. She is a good team player and 

I felt I needed to move her up.” 

  By law, Long appoints the chief and 

deputy chief administrators. He com-

mended Smith for her willingness to 

move from a merited position to one 

that works at the pleasure of the 

George Hill is new director of county’s IT Department 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Morgan County’s new Information Technology 

Director George Hill has an extensive list of goals 

he plans to achieve, but he has made safety and 

security of information a priority. 

  “My first concern is to keep information secure,” 

Hill said. “The private, sensitive information 

that’s not public has to be protected. We must 

improve network security, also. A long-term goal 

is to update our website so that it’s more modern 

and user-friendly. We want to make it accessible 

to the average user.” 

  Another of Hill’s long-term goals is to make Wi-

Fi available throughout the entire courthouse to 

include a public network. 

  Also, he plans to place security equipment in 

offsite county facilities, including West Park and 

District 1. 

  “They’ve had break-ins and we want to install 

systems that will alert law enforcement right 

away,” he said. 

  The County Commission hired Hill in October to 

replace David Hannah, who retired during the 

summer. 

  Hill worked in IT at Calhoun Community Col-

lege prior to coming to work for the county. 

  He began working there under a federal work-

study program while in college, and later became 

a permanent employee for a combined total of 15 

years there. 

  “The ladies in the office recommended me for the 

job, and the only question they asked was if I 

could climb a ladder,” he shared. “Prior to going 

to college I helped my Dad in industrial roofing, 

so of course I wasn’t afraid of heights.” 

  “I got the job and started doing the jobs that no-

body else wanted, like pulling cables through a 

roof. I received on the job training, which was 

more valuable than anything you learn in a class 

Please see IT director, page  8 

Julie Reeves Please see  Promotions, page 8 

Hill 
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Chief Clerk Sylvia Tucker 

retires from probate office 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Sixteen years ago Sylvia Tucker began 

working part-time for the license com-

missioner’s office under the late Sue 

Baker Roan. 

 Three years later she accepted a huge 

promotion from former probate judge 

Bobby Day as his chief clerk, a position 

from which she retired on Oct. 31st. 

  Tucker said she enjoyed working for 

Day as well as Probate Judge Greg Cain 

who has held the office since 2006. 

  The greatest part of her job was meet-

ing and helping people. 

  “I loved being able to help people be-

cause we saw some on the worst day of 

their lives and some on the happiest day 

of their lives,” she said. “And, there 

were some I didn’t see, I just got emails 

from them. I love helping people.” 

  Tucker’s goal was to get a full-time po-

sition, but she didn’t think it would be 

one second down from an elected official. 

  “I talked to Judge Day often, and I 

asked him if he knew of any full-time 

jobs,” she shared. “I had no idea that his 

deputy clerk and chief clerk were near 

retirement. He told me to bring my re-

sume to him. I did so, and shortly after 

that he went and asked Sue (Roan) if he 

could offer me the job of deputy clerk. 

She didn’t object and I started working 

there in 2003. In 2004 his chief clerk 

retired and he promoted me to that posi-

tion. I have had a wonderful working 

experience in this office.” 

  Most of her job was accounting, and 

she recruited poll workers among other 

duties. She always did extra, especially 

for the other employees. 

  “I was Mom of the office,” she said. “I 

had Tylenol, ibuprofen, and salve to put 

on their little incidents, and I loved car-

ing for them. I was just Mama.” 

  Cain praised Tucker’s longevity. 

  “Sylvia’s retirement is well deserved, 

as she dedicated 14 years of her life 

serving the citizens of Morgan County,” 

Cain said. “We wish her well. 

    Tucker and her husband Roger have 

been raising their great-granddaughter 

Abby, 6, since she was 15 months 

old, and they plan to continue to 

do so when she retires. 

  “We just love caring for her, and 

now I’ll have more time for her 

and our adult children as well as 

our grandchildren,” she said. “I 

will miss everyone here, but I 

plan to enjoy retirement.” 

  Deputy Clerk Kate Terry moved 

into the chief clerk’s position and 

Christie Tapscott was promoted 

to deputy clerk, which was Ter-

ry’s job. 

Kate Terry  promoted to chief clerk position 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  After serving as deputy clerk for two 

years in the probate judge’s office 

Kate Terry moved into the top job of 

chief clerk in November. 

  She replaces Sylvia Tucker who re-

tired in October. 

  “I have some big shoes to fill,” Terry 

said. “Sylvia was extremely meticu-

lous. She made notes on everything 

that are going to be very helpful for 

me. I’m excited for this opportunity 

and I appreciate Judge (Greg) Cain 

for letting me serve in this role. I get 

along with everyone in the office and 

we view this office as family.” 

  Terry was a voter registrar and 

served 12 years in the Board of Regis-

trars office.   

  The judge says Terry is worthy of the 

position. 

  “Kate is a quick learner, a great 

leader and has been such a positive 

influence since arriving in our office,” 

Cain said. “She has a wealth of 

knowledge concerning elections and 

has picked up on court matters very 

quickly in the two short years she has 

been in the office. She has been ap-

Christie Tapscott  moves into Terry’s  former job 

Please see promotions, page 5 
Terry 

Tucker 
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   West Morgan High School Class of 

2021 toured the Morgan County Court-

house  in September.  Security officers 

took the students throughout the 

building  viewing  various  public offic-

es including courtrooms. Circuit Judge 

Steve Haddock talked with them about 

the judicial system.   Also  they got to  

visit  juvenile  probation offices.  Be-

fore coming to the courthouse the stu-

dents toured the county jail across the 

street.  

West Morgan 

9th graders 

tour courthouse 

pointed and served as special judge of probate in numerous 

commitment hearings and is positioning herself to begin to 

hear uncontested proceedings as allowed under Alabama 

law.” 

  Cain promoted 23-year employee Christie Tapscott to 

deputy chief clerk.  

  “When looking for a new deputy chief clerk Christie was 

the obvious choice,” Cain said. “The knowledge she has 

concerning land records and recordings is remarkable and 

her ability and willingness to learn new tasks is inspira-

tional. Christie will continue to lead the public records/

recordings facet of the office and is learning the office’s ac-

counting procedures.” 

  Terry’s duties will be slightly different from those of her 

predecessor. 

  “Sylvia did financials and Christie will do that,” said Ter-

ry. “Sylvia did part of the elections and I will be doing all of 

Promotions 

Continued from page 4 

the elections. The other things Christie and 

I will work together to come up with for our 

job descriptions and even out our work 

load.” 

  Cain is confident that they will be excellent 

leaders. 

  “With Kate and Christie leading this office 

of dedicated employees I am very enthusias-

tic about the future of this office,” he said. 

“They both have great leadership skills and 

high expectations for the potential of this 

office.” 

Tapscott 
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Officials remodel jury lounge, 

add  technology accommodations 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Morgan County judicial officials want to 

make sure residents are comfortable when 

they report for jury duty at the courthouse, 

and that’s why they remodeled a lounge 

where potential jurors spend a lot of time 

outside the courtrooms. 

  The jury lounge also tapped into technolo-

gy as officials made Wi-Fi available there. 

  “The old furniture had been in the lounge 

since the courthouse was built in the mid-

1970s and Judge (Jennifer) Howell and I 

talked with the Alabama Administrative 

Office of Courts (AOC) about updating the 

furniture,” Circuit Clerk Chris Priest ex-

plained. Some of it was broken and in bad 

condition. “We got funding for it along with 

local funds and remodeled the lounge. It is 

really nice and we are very pleased with it.” 

  He said the lounge holds more people after 

remodeling. 

  “With the configuration of the old furniture 

only 90 people could fit in the room, and 

now it holds 120 people,” Priest said. In ad-

dition to nice, comfortable seating, there are 

also high tables with chairs for those who 

want to eat lunch there rather than going 

out.” 

  He said residents expressed a need for Wi-

Fi in the lounge, and he and Howell for-

warded their request. 

  “We approached Chairman Ray Long about 

it and he was kind enough to get it done, 

and we are grateful for that,” Priest said. 

“This keeps them from having to work of-

fline or use their personal data while here. 

We have high tables with stools for them to 

sit and use computers or other technology. 

They really like the new lounge with accom-

modations for technology.” 

  Once selected to serve on a jury, the jurors 

are in and out of the lounge for various rea-

sons throughout the trial. 

  “We want them to be as comfortable as 

possible while here,” said Priest. “The new 

furniture and technology are tokens of ap-

preciation for them serving in the judicial 

process.”  

  Above, Circuit Clerk Chris Priest  shows  connections  in a technology  table in the jury lounge. Below,  

Priest shows  new seating and  a table  with chairs  that jurors may use  to have lunch. 
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About 

The Voice of 

Morgan County 

Morgan County Commission 

  The Voice of Morgan County is pub-

lished quarterly and mailed to 46,000 

homes. It is a product of the County 

Commission and no portion of it may be 

re-produced. This is the first edition of 

the sixth volume. 

  The publication is produced solely by 

Communications Director Sheryl Marsh.  

     

Please view community videos  and pho-

tos on our website: www.co.morgan.al.us 

And,  you may check for job announce-

ments there, also. 

 

Rx cards still available 

  The Morgan County Commission still has  free Rx  dis-

count cards for county residents. Collectively, the cards 

have resulted in more than $200,000 in savings for people 

who have used them. 

To get your card please go to our website: 

www.co.morgan.al.us and click on Coast to Coast to re-

quest one. We will mail it to you. There are no eligibility 

requirements. 

@MorganCoComm 

Opioids 

lawsuit against three major wholesale drug 

companies will result in relief from a financial 

burden for law enforcement and corrections 

programs that stems from Opioids abuse. 

    The commission, last month, agreed to enter 

a contract with Levin Papantonio law firm, 

and local attorneys David Langston and Greg 

Reeves to file a lawsuit on behalf of the county 

against three of the biggest wholesale drug 

distributors in the nation. 

  “There are at least 100 cities and counties 

that have either filed suit or getting ready to 

file similar lawsuits across America,” Reeves 

said. ”Cities and counties have been forced to 

spend funds on law enforcement, housing in-

mates and treating overdose victims, instead of 

using those funds for projects such as roads, 

bridges and schools.” 

  Reeves said he has information showing that 

Morgan County has averaged 134 prescrip-

tions per 100 people compared to the state av-

erage of 121 users. Both exceed the   national 

average of 66. 

  “It’s easy to target an individual who is ad-

dicted to opioids and like the vast majority, 

whose addiction began by using an honest pre-

scription, but then was unable to stop,” Reeves 

said. “It is this person who gets arrested and 

sent to jail. It’s more challenging to look at the 

system that profited from both the manufac-

turing and distribution of these addictive 

drugs, that violated federal law, to hold re-

sponsible parties accountable for the role they 

played in contributing to this epidemic.” 

  Reportedly, Congress passed the Twenty-

First Century Cures bill in 2016 that allocated 

$1 billion for opioids addiction prevention and 

treatment programs for a two-year period. 

  Former President Barack Obama supported 

the Act, acknowledging the national epidemic 

and President Donald Trump has called it a 

public health emergency. 

  A New York Times article called it “America’s 

50-state epidemic”, and reported that a surge 

in 2015 was responsible for more than 33,000 

deaths, which exceeded gun homicides. 

    “Obviously Morgan County is ranking high 

in the state and nationally,” Chairman Ray 

Long Said. “I’m glad Greg is filing this lawsuit 

against the companies that distribute the 

drugs, and we hope that in the end it will be in 

our favor, and for all of the other entities that 

have filed lawsuits.” 

  Lawsuits filed for other entities allege that the com-

panies caused the widespread abuse of the drug be-

cause they did not watch or try to stop questionable 

shipments of the drug. 

 

  The most commonly overdose Opioids are Metha-

done, Oxycodone and Hydrocodone, according to Cen-

ters for Disease and Prevention. 

 

  Reeves is serving as local counsel for the county with 

eight other law firms. The county will not advance 

any money for legal representation in the litigation. 

Pay is contingent upon the outcome of the case, and if 

favorable, all fees and legal expenses would come from 

monies awarded the county.  

Reeves 

Continued from page 1 
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room.”   

Hill worked during the day and at-

tended college at night. After earn-

ing a BS degree in computer science 

Calhoun posted a job for a physical 

security/network administrator. Hill 

applied for it and got it. 

  Chairman Ray Long said Hill was 

impressive during the interview and 

so was his resume. 

  “George really impressed us during 

the interview,” Long said. “His re-

sume and answers to questions stood 

out. He has a great personality. 

We’re looking forward to working 

with him to upgrade our IT Depart- 

ment and getting us where we need  

to be.” 

  Hill and his wife Katelyn McKee 

live at Falkville. His parents are 

Buster and Judy Hill of Piney Grove. 

 Hill says he knew his position with 

the county was right for him. 

  “From the time I came here I never 

doubted that I was supposed to be  

here,” he said. “So far, everybody has 

been absolutely amazing to work 

with. I couldn’t have asked for a bet-

ter group of people to work with. Ste-

phen and Sandy (IT department) 

have been fantastic. They’ve made 

transition easy for me and I respect  

that. I feel blessed.” 

  Hill will  work  a 120-day  proba-

tionary  period  before becoming  a 

permanent employee.  

 “I look forward to  doing  my very  

best,” he  said. 

IT director 
Continued from page 3 

Committee 

the 119,000 range for more than a 

decade. 

  Long says he believes the commit-

tee will be able to offer suggestions 

to increase the county’s population. 

  “My goal is for regular citizens who 

are not involved in politics, to get 

together and come up with ideas for 

growth,” Long said. “We have a 

beautiful county with a lot of land in 

rural areas, and we want to see what 

we can do to make people want to 

call Morgan County home. We de-

pended on politicians for years to 

help increase our population and 

nothing happened. It’s our job as 

elected officials to come up with 

ways to lure residents here and 

that’s why I decided to establish the 

committee.” 

  “The members will know what drew 

them here and they’ll be able to 

share that, and come up with other 

ideas for improvement to draw oth-

ers here,” he added. 

  Long is fueled by a research report 

from the University of Alabama ear-

lier this year that covers from 2010 

to 2040. The report projects Lime-

stone outgrowing Morgan by more 

than 5,000 residents for a total of 

129,617 by 2040. The report lists 

Morgan with a population of 124,028 

in the same time frame. A 2016-17 

report shows Morgan County with 

119,490 residents. Limestone County 

is steadily growing but has not 

reached 100,000. The report listed 

Limestone’s population at 82,792.  

  “Limestone is growing fast because 

of annexation and development of 

property by the City of Huntsville; 

and they’ve done a lot of things that 

encourage growth,” Long said. “I be-

Continued from page 1 

Special elections come with a high price tag 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Special elections are costly events 

for taxpayers, and so far in Morgan 

County the running total is almost 

$200,000 for primary and runoff 

elections. 

 The amount for the special general 

election on Dec. 12th will add to that 

amount. 

  However, Morgan County residents 

shouldn’t fret because the state has 

to reimburse election costs for spe-

cial elections, according to Probate 

Chief Clerk Kate Terry. 

  “What’s so good is that if the state 

calls a special election, it has to re-

imburse the county 100 percent, for 

the workers, voting machines and 

materials,” Terry explained. “We 

have additional costs  for support 

services  that we pay. 

 

  

Breakdown of costs for elections in 

August and September: 

August 

Republican Primary: $35,000 

Democratic Primary: $36,000 

Special needs equipment: $1,000 

Poll workers pay: $31,000 

 

September 

Republican Runoff: $35,000 

Poll workers: $31,000 

Special needs equipment: $1,000 

Total: $170,000 

  Gov. Kay Ivey called the special 

elections  for the U.S. Senate seat  

vacated by Jeff Sessions  when he 

became  U.S. Attorney General.  

Former  Alabama Chief Justice Roy 

Moore emerged the nominee after 

the Republican runoff in September. 

Doug Jones handily won  the Demo-

cratic nomination in August. 

  Jones and Moore will compete in 

the General Election on Dec. 12th. 

  Also,   Morgan Voters will   vote in  

primary elections  on the same day 

to  elect  a  Republican nominee to 

run for former House Rep. Micky 

Special  

General election 

Tuesday, dec. 12 

Polls open  

 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

chairman. 

  “It was a big decision for her to 

make to move up because when she 

moved to deputy administrator she 

relinquished job security,” Long ex-

plained. “I appreciate her accepting 

the challenge to step up in rank of a 

leadership role in the office.” 

Promotions 
Continued from  page 3 

Hammon’s  District 4 seat. A  Demo-

cratic candidate is  running unop-

posed.  The  amounts from those con-

tests will add to  the  total.  If there 

is a runoff from  the  GOP primary it 

will be held in February. 

Continued on Page 13 
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Commissioners’ Report 
 

 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Bridge Road re-opened Nov. 16th. 

  “We are proud to have the bridge 

completed, and traffic is flowing,” 

Vest said. “We did prep work and 

parking for Oak Ridge Volunteer 

Fire Department, which is almost 

finished. We’ve started prep work 

for the Neel Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment, which was destroyed by a tor-

nado last year.” 

  Construction of the bridge lasted a 

year. 

  Also, five roads have been paved 

and shop employees are re-building 

shoulders on those; and Vest says 

he plans to have three other roads 

paved. 

  District 3 Commissioner Don 

Stisher said shop employees are 

about to finish clearing rights-of 

way. 

  “We’re also mulching limbs getting 

ready for pre-emergent on roads,” 

Stisher said. “We are preparing for 

chip sealing in the spring.” 

  District 4 shop employees are busy 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Commissioners have finished pro-

jects and they’re planning others 

while county shop crews continue 

maintenance of the roadways. 

  A football field is in North Park’s 

future in District 1. 

  “We’re in the process of building the 

field now,” District 1 Commissioner 

Jeff Clark said. “We’ve laid pipe 

through a drainage ditch, built storm 

drains and covered them with dirt. It’s 

going really well.” 

  In addition, Clark said shop employ-

ees are trimming trees on Bluff City 

Road leading to River Mountain 

Oakes, and they are cutting grass 

from rights-of-way. 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy 

Vest said he is pleased that Vaughn 

All four districts busy with various projects 

Roads, bridges  priority 

Please see Commissioners, page 15 

Work underway on North Park’s football field in District 1. Cedar Creek Bridge in District 3  is  ready for  asphalt. 
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Decatur Pepsi Cola Bottling 

Morgan has another successful auction 

Thanks to these businesses 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Every year Morgan County officials call on local 

merchants for donated items to conduct a silent 

auction to benefit United Way. 

  Each time business owners give a resounding 

yes to the requests, and the event is successful 

because of their kind and compassionate hearts. 

  This year’s auction, which was held Nov. 8th at 

the courthouse, was better than last year because 

of these giving merchants. 

  County employees had fun while perusing high-

end merchandise, and were excited when winning 

bids. 

  “This is a great event each year for United Way 

and for us here at the courthouse,” said Chair-

man Ray Long. “The most important thing is that 

we do it to help others, and we have a business 

community that gives tremendous support for the 

cause. We are grateful to all of them, and we are 

glad to be able to support United Way with our 

silent auction.” 

Please see Auction, page 14 
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Beltline Road Sixth Avenue 

Thanks 

Simp McGhee’s 

725 Bank St. 

Church St. NE 
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Support local businesses 

Sponsor of this publication 

Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 

Sponsor of this publication 

Giving to save lives 

LIFESouth  draws 61  blood donations  at two courthouse  events 

  During two annual blood drives at the court-

house LIFESouth Blood Centers collected 61 

blood donations, and Donor Recruiter Melanie 

Moore was elated. 

  “We’re extremely grateful.  When you consid-

er that each donation typically saves three 

lives the awesome donors at the Morgan 

County Courthouse saved the lives of about 

78 patients in our local hospitals”, Moore said 

after the Iron Bowl Bleed for your Team event 

on Nov. 15th. 

  LIFESouth collected 35 donations during the 

Patriot Day (9-11) blood drive on Sept. 11th. 

  “We could never fulfill our commitment to 

local hospitals without amazing partners like 

you all,” Moore said.  

  Each donor received  a T-shirt and coupons . District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest gives blood during  the Patriot Day  blood drive. 
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Morgan Commission  meetings  

streaming live 

  The Morgan County Commission wants residents to see for them-

selves what’s going on in their local government. 

 One way to do that is through the public commission meetings held 

on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month. We know most peo-

ple probably can’t attend the meetings because they work, and others 

would like to attend, but for whatever reason can’t make their way to 

the courthouse. 

 You don’t have to. 

 The commission meetings are now live on Facebook, and those of you 

who are on Facebook may view the meetings. Just like our Facebook 

page and tune in on meeting day.   

lieve we can do a lot more to increase our numbers, and I believe 

the committee will be instrumental in helping us achieve that.” 

  Long says he will appoint members during the next few weeks, 

and he plans to have the committee in place before January 1st. 

Continued from page 8 
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  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest, who partici-

pates in the auction each year, shared Long’s senti-

ment about helping United Way help others. 

 “We’re always glad for this time of the year when the 

silent auction comes around to help United Way,” Vest 

said. “We like to participate because United Way 

helps so many different people and agencies that we 

don’t know about.”   Vest won two bids at the auction. 

 The logos of businesses responsible for the county’s 

successful auction are advertised on pages 10 and 11. 

  Please show them appreciation for helping Morgan 

County help others in the community by visiting their 

businesses during the holiday season. 

 Auction 
Continued from page 10 

   Employees and elected officials placed bids at the auction as seen in  these photos above and below. 
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helping Northeast Morgan County Water 

Department. 

  “The water department got a new build-

ing and we just finished helping demolish 

the old facility,” said District 4 Commis-

sioner Greg Abercrombie. “We also helped 

build the parking lot.” 

  All commissioners have stocked road 

supplies in preparation for winter weath-

er.  

Continued from page  9 

Commissioners 

Vaughn Bridge Road after re-opening  on Nov. 16th. 
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Merry Christmas, Happy New Year 

 

 

 
The morgan county commission 


