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Indian festival  

draws crowd 

to county park 

Clark, Vest take 

oath to begin  

serving new terms 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Morgan County officials and the fami-

lies of  District 1 Commissioner Jeff 

Clark and District 2 Commissioner 

Randy Vest celebrated their return to 

the governing body to serve another 

term. 

  With family by their sides, Circuit 

Court Judge Jennifer Howell adminis-

tered the oath of office to each of the 

commissioners. 

  Clark reached a milestone this year  

with  20 years  on the commission, and 

Vest turned around a one-term trend 

that had become common for the com-

missioner representing District 2. He 

won a third term, handily defeating an 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

   They wore the garb and headdress, 

and they did the dance.  

  The Echota Cherokee Tribe of Ala-

bama brought a fun event to Morgan 

County South Park during its festi-

val in September. 

  Morgan County Parks/Recreation 

Director Sean Dailey was impressed 

with the festival. 

  “We are pleased to have become 

home of this fun, yet culturally sig-

nificant event for the past two 

years,” Dailey said. “The Echota 

Cherokee Tribe is tremendous to 

work with and we look forward to 

continuing our relationship into 

the future. I was fortunate to be 

able to attend with my wife and 

kids this year. We all found it thor-

oughly enjoyable as well as an op-

portunity to learn about these 

amazing people.”  The Echota 

Cherokee Tribe of Alabama is a 

 Donald Coleman dances for crowd. 

Lively event 

Please  see  Festival, page 3 

Please see Commissioners, page  5 

A look back  at Clark’s 

journey to public life   

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Over twenty years ago a young Jeff Clark was 

the late District 1 Commissioner E.V. “Plug” 

White’s foreman in the county shop, with no 

thoughts of becoming an elected official. 

  The year was 1997 when White pulled Clark 

aside and told him he didn’t plan to seek anoth-

er term, and he expressed to Clark that he 

wanted him to succeed him as commissioner. 

Please see Clark,  page 9 

  Clark’s wife Annette holds the Bible and  their sons,  Blaine 

and Bennett  stand with them while  former District Judge  Da-

vid Breland administers the oath of office to Clark in 1998. 



December 2018 2-The Voice of Morgan County 

Circuit Clerk modifying  magistrate 

division to provide privacy for people 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Circuit Court Clerk Chris Priest 

frequently seeks to keep his offices 

public friendly, and his latest goal is 

to provide more privacy for the mag-

istrate division. 

  “We’re looking at re-designing the 

magistrate area in our fourth floor 

office to provide more privacy for 

people to be able to talk to a magis-

trate when seeking to swear out a 

warrant, or in other matters,” Priest 

said. About a year ago we talked 

with a company about putting in new 

furniture for the area, and when 

they looked at the space they sug-

gested moving the doors for a better 

layout. Wayne (Lindley) and the 

maintenance team came and altered 

the doorways so that the space would 

be in line for placing the furniture.” 

  The office has two magistrates and 

an office assistant who work in the 

division. 

  Priest has a work schedule in effect. 

  “We typically hear warrant infor-

mation on Fridays from 8 a.m. until 

noon,” he said. “If someone comes in 

and is in a highly volatile situation 

we take them right away. If it’s not 

an emergency situation we have 

them come on Friday when the aver-

age low for people we see is three or 

four and the high is 10.” 

  Although three employees will occu-

py the modified office space, Priest 

has a total of 10 magistrates.  In ad-

dition to collecting warrant infor-

mation from individuals, magistrates 

also take sworn information from 

law enforcement officers  for war-

rants. Magistrates alternate on-call 

duty on weekends and holidays  to be 

available for law enforcement, Priest 

said. 

  “It’s all about privacy. We want peo-

ple to have as much privacy as possi-

ble when talking to a magistrate,” 

said Priest.  

  He expects the modification to be 

completed by spring.   

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Chief Probate Court Clerk Kate 

Terry is a loving wife and mother, 

who looks forward to returning to 

the classroom. – Not to teach, but to 

learn. Strayer University is giving 

her the opportunity to do so. 

  Terry, 34, is one of 50 local people 

university officials chose as recipi-

ents of 4-year scholarships to either 

get a bachelor’s degree, or graduate 

degree. 

  “I am so excited,” Terry said. “I’m 

grateful to Strayer for giving me an 

opportunity to get a bachelor’s de-

gree in business administration. I 

am so happy they chose our area to 

do a Decatur Township Project, and 

in doing so chose our city to be their 

next college campus.” 

   Strayer administrators awarded 

the full-tuition scholarships during 

a ceremony at Ingalls Harbor Pavil-

ion on Nov. 3rd. 

  Terry knew many of the recipients. 

  “It was amazing to see the people 

who had applied and received schol-

arships. I was so happy for them as 

well.” 

  Terry said she likes the support 

system the university provides. 

  “They’ve been so supportive,” she 

said. “Their goal is to build a rela-

tionship with each student and fol-

low you through your education and 

career. I’ll start with two classes to 

get my feet wet.” 

  Strayer is known for accommodat-

ing non-traditional students, who 

work full-time. 

  She will be able to work, and spend 

quality time with her husband Jona-

than and son Grayson. 

  “It’s going to be perfect for me,” 

Terry said. A degree in business ad-

ministration will be great for my 

work here.” 

Chief  probate  clerk   recipient 

of  Strayer University scholarship 

Please see  Terry, page 14 

  Chief  Probate  Court Clerk Kate Terry  holds the certificate  she  was given when  

she received a  full scholarship from Strayer University in November. She will begin  

classes at the university’s Decatur campus in  January. 
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Festival 

state-recognized tribe of people claiming Cher-

okee heritage based in northern Alabama. It 

was among the first seven organizations to be 

granted state recognition under the laws of 

the state of Alabama in 1984, according to re-

ports. 

  The festival was held at the park in Falkville 

on Sept. 29th and 30th.  Native American arts 

and craft vendors and food vendors were pre-

sent. Special features included an eighteen-ft. 

tee pee and a tomahawk-throwing contest as 

well as other activities. 

  The tribe’s office spokeswoman is grateful for 

the event site. 

  “The Echota Cherokee Tribe of Alabama 

would like to express our gratitude to Sean 

Dailey and Morgan County Parks and Recrea-

tion for allowing us to have our festival the 

last two years at South Park,” said Sue War-

ren, the tribe’s office manager. “The park is in 

a great location for all our visitors to find and 

it is well taken care of. We had plenty of space 

for all of our events and the new restrooms 

were great. We appreciate the way our tribe 

was treated and our needs were met while us-

ing the park.”  

  Dailey said the festival drew 500 to 1,000 

people over the two-day period. 

Continued from page 1 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Circuit Court Clerk Chris Priest 

frequently seeks to keep his offices 

public friendly, and his latest goal is 

to provide more privacy for the mag-

istrate division. 

  “We’re looking at re-designing the 

magistrate area in our fourth floor 

office to provide more privacy for 

people to be able to talk to a magis-

trate when seeking to swear out a 

warrant, or in other matters,” Priest 

said. About a year ago we talked 

with a company about putting in new 

furniture for the area, and when 

they looked at the space they sug-

gested moving the doors for a better 

layout. Wayne (Lindley) and the 

maintenance team came and altered 

the doorways so that the space would 

be in line for placing the furniture.” 

  The office has two magistrates and 

an office assistant who work in the 

division. 

  Priest has a work schedule in effect. 

  “We typically hear warrant infor-

mation on Fridays from 8 a.m. until 

noon,” he said. “If someone comes in 

and is in a highly volatile situation 

we take them right away. If it’s not 

an emergency situation we have 

them come on Friday when the aver-

age low for people we see is three or 

four and the high is 10.” 

  Although three employees will occu-

py the modified office space, Priest 

has a total of 10 magistrates.  In ad-

dition to collecting warrant infor-

mation from individuals, magistrates 

also take sworn information from 

law enforcement officers  for war-

rants. Magistrates alternate on-call 

duty on weekends and holidays  to be 

available for law enforcement, Priest 

said. 

  “It’s all about privacy. We want peo-

ple to have as much privacy as possi-

ble when talking to a magistrate,” 

said Priest.  

  He expects the modification to be 

completed by spring.   

Left,  Ronnie Berryhill, and  right, Summer Stephens, Miss Indian Alabama. 

  Left,  Lyndon Alec dressed  in Indian attire,; right, one of three hawks  released during the event. 
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By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Morgan County Emergency Manage-

ment Agency received a $50,000 grant 

earlier this year to strengthen court-

house security, and the first step of the 

plan was replacing shrubs with planters. 

  The second step of the project was plac-

ing security cameras on the first, second 

and third floors of the courthouse, and a 

camera that scans one of three parking 

lots. 

  “The grant came through Homeland 

Security, and it is administered through 

ALEA (Alabama Law Enforcement Agen-

cy), Hicks said. “The planters serve as 

barriers around the courthouse to keep 

anyone from driving through the build-

ing, and the cameras monitor entrances 

of the building, and they capture every-

thing so that if there is a security breach 

we will be able to tell how many and who 

they were. New employee badges are 

also a part of the grant.” 

  The county’s IT Director George Hill is 

in charge of printing  and activating the 

badges. 

  Prior to  now the sheriff was responsi-

ble  for printing  courthouse badges. 

  The sheriff continues to  staff security 

stations for the first and second floors. 

  Each floor has new security equipment 

that  has the capability to detect  drugs, 

metal and explosive devices. 

  “It’s our job to make sure employees 

and visitors to the courthouse are safe,” 

said Commission Chairman  Ray Long. 

  Security is a major topic and concern 

for many government agencies, and 

Hicks has been busy hosting and attend-

ing meetings relating to the issue. 

  In November Hicks hosted a meeting of  

the Area Maritime Security Committee 

which was attended by 40 officials from 

other states including Kentucky, Tennes-

see and Mississippi. 

 Information from that gathering was 

helpful. 

  “One of the topics was about drones 

because they can compromise security at 

Homeland Security grant  

upgrades courthouse security 

  This planter  and  those  in the background are placed in front and back of 

the courthouse  for extra  security. 

facilities such as jails, prisons 

and industrial sites,” Hicks said.  

“We learned also that drones can 

actually be used to benefit in 

other areas. They can be used to 

help evaluate damage by taking 

photos of disaster areas. This  

information is really helpful.” 

“Great War” exhibit   

still up at  Archives 
 Commemorating the 100th  anniver-

sary of the Armistice which ended WWI,  

a display titled “Morgan County and the 

Great War-1917-1918”  is out for  view  

at  the  county’s Archives  building on 

Bank Street. 

  Archivist John  Allison  says rare items  

including a  full  U.S. pilot’s uniform 

worn by Lt. Vince Walker make up the 

exhibit. Hundreds  from Morgan County 

answered the call to serve in the war 

and at least sixty died from wounds, 

disease or accident during active duty. 

On Nov. 11,  Veterans Day, city and 

state officials gathered at Decatur Pub-

lic Library to honor the fallen heroes. This is part of the   “Morgan County and the Great War”  exhibit at  the Archives building that will go down  at the end of  the year. 
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Commissioners 

opponent in the Republican Primary 

in June.  

  Clark overwhelmingly defeated a 

Republican Primary opponent in 

June and showed the same strength 

against a Democratic contender in 

the General Election. 

  Both men remain humble. 

  “Morgan County voters have been 

good to me,” said Clark, and I  am-

forever grateful for them allowing 

me to serve them as their commis-

sioner. My family and I appreciate 

them and I’m glad to have this op-

portunity to continue to serve them.” 

  Vest said he enjoys serving the peo-

ple and the comradery he shares 

with the other commissioners. 

  “We work as a team to serve the 

people of this great county,” Vest 

said. “Most of them have been on the 

commission a lot longer than me, 

and they have been very supportive, 

and for that I am grateful. I am also 

grateful to the people of this county 

for giving me the opportunity to 

serve them again. We will always do 

what’s best for the people. We are 

blessed.” 

  Chairman Ray Long congratulated 

the commissioners. 

  “These guys are great public serv-

ants,” Long said. “I’m beginning my 

ninth year and during the time 

we’ve served together we have had 

only one vote that wasn’t unani-

mous. That’s not to say that we 

agree on everything, but we work 

well together and for that I am 

thankful. These commissioners work 

really hard to serve the people of 

Morgan County and I am happy to 

see Jeff and Randy return.” 

    Clark’s wife Annette held the Bi-

ble on which he placed his hand to 

be sworn in, and their daughters 

Whitney and Lacey stood with them. 

Vest’s wife Saronda held the Bible 

for his oath and their daughters 

Molly James and Chanda Morgan, 

and his mother Celia Vest stood 

with them. Vest’s aunt Jane Garner 

attended the ceremony, also. A com-

mission meeting followed. 

 The Vests and  Clarks  celebrated during  the reception with  the county’s  engineer Greg Bodley, right. 

Continued from page 1 

  Judge Jennifer Howell administers the oath of office to Clark,  as  his wife Annette holds the 

Bible  and  daughters  Lacey and  Whitney stand by. 

  Howell administers the oath of office to Vest as  his  wife Saronda holds the Bible  and 

daughter Molly James, his mother Celia Vest and  his daughter Chanda Morgan stand by. 
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Decatur Pepsi Cola Bottling 

Thanks Silent Auction Donors! 
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Beltline Road Sixth Avenue 
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  Morgan County’s silent auc-

tion to benefit United Way 

last month was successful 

and fun with every item be-

ing claimed by winners at 

the end of the day. 

  Local and area businesses 

gave quality merchandise for 

the charitable event held in 

the Emergency Management 

Agency auditorium in the 

basement of the courthouse. 

  Employees were serious 

bidders, checking on their 

bids throughout the day. 

  Later, they returned to 

claim their winnings, and 

some employees won several 

items. 

  Commission Chairman Ray 

Long, who is always present 

for the annual auction, says 

it’s a good event in more 

ways than one. 

  “It’s good for our employees 

and it’s great that we can 

come together to do this for a 

worthy cause to help others,” 

Long said. “We thank our 

local merchants for helping 

us have a successful auction 

every year.” 

  All proceeds from the auc-

tion went to United Way of 

Morgan County. 

Local  businesses  give of their resources to help  

county have successful auction for United Way  
Please see  the participating businesses on pages 6,7 

  Employees and officials look at merchandise and place bids. 

Morgan county schools 

Students study author of “Leaving Gee’s Bend” 

  One  of two bicentennial schools in the state, Lacey’s Spring kicked off  a celebra-

tion of the state’s birthday with students conducting a study of local author Irene 

Latham’s  novel “Leaving  Gee’s  Bend”. They read the book and participated in 

activities that included using geometry to create quilt squares, science to under-

stand methods of   transforming cotton into material for  weaving,   using social 

studies to research the community of Gee’s  Bend, and learning  about the history 

of their own community.  Also, the students planned and created their favorite  

Please see Gee’s Bend, page 14 
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  Employees and officials look at merchandise and place bids. 

Clark 

  “I was hesitant, and really didn’t 

think I could win,” Clark said.  

 After his first victory with 54 per-

cent of the vote in the 1998 General 

Election, Clark went on to win suc-

cessive contests  by landslide mar-

gins every four years.  

  In the  general election last month 

he garnered well over 70 percent of 

the vote. 

  What’s behind the winning streak? 

  “I think it’s the people I work with 

at the shop,” he said. “They do such 

a good job and I think the people 

look at it from that perspective. If 

people like the job we’re doing they 

don’t see a need to change. Plus, 

Morgan County has been blessed 

over the years compared to a lot of 

counties, and I just think the people 

are satisfied. We try to do all we can 

for everybody.”  

  In addition, Clark says he and the 

other commissioners have a good 

working relationship. 

  “We get along real good, and come 

together to make the best decisions 

for the county,” he said. 

  Prior to going to work in the county 

shop, Clark was supervisor of the 

garage for the city of  Decatur. 

  Chairman Ray Long says Clark is 

an excellent commissioner. 

  “He serves his constituents well on 

the commission,” Long said. “We’ve 

worked well together from the time I 

became chairman in 2010 and I look 

forward to us all continuing to work 

for the good of Morgan County and 

the people we serve.”  

  As a commissioner Clark  runs the 

county shop in his district and  

schedules road and bridge projects 

among other duties. He  also serves  

on various  boards, and he is a mem-

ber of the state Legislative  Commit-

tee. 

  “We give  the residents of Morgan 

County a voice  where ever we can 

throughout the state,”  said Clark. 

Continued from page 1 

  Clark with  daughter Whitney, left, and sons Bennett and 

Blaine after he took office in 1998. He succeeded  E. V. “Plug” 

White,  whose  photo  is on the wall behind them. 

20 years later Clark and daughter Maurine  at Government Day  at the courthouse  in  April.  Maurine was born 

two years after he took office. . 

Results  from Clark’s  first  election 

White ‘s  public  endorsement  for Clark 
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Groundbreaking for Mazda-Toyota plant 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 It’s inevitable that a Mazda/

Toyota assembly plant with ap-

proximately 4,000 jobs will be con-

structed in neighboring Huntsville-

annexed Limestone County.  

 Less than a year after announcing 

plans to bring the plant to the ar-

ea, Mazda, Toyota investors along 

with state and local officials, and 

industrial leaders participated in a 

groundbreaking ceremony at the 

site on Nov. 16th. 

  Production at the $1.6 billion 

plant is estimated to be 300,000 

vehicles each year and Toyota’s 

Corolla will be manufactured 

there, officials said. A Mazda cross-

over SUV that has not been re-

vealed will be assembled at the 

plant, also. 

  Morgan County Economic Devel-

opment Association President/CEO 

Jeremy Nails says supplier compa-

nies in connection with the plant 

have contacted his agency about 

potential sites here, which would 

bring more jobs.  

   “We have had multiple inquiries 

from projects associated with the 

Mazda-Toyota facility. Our location 

is well suited for those suppliers 

who need to be within close prox-

imity of the assembly site, but not 

directly adjacent,” Nails said. “Our 

skilled workforce, available infra-

structure, high school and college 

career technical programs, commu-

nity engagement and the proven 

ability to draw employees from sur-

rounding areas throughout Ala-

  A groundbreaking ceremony/luncheon was held  Nov. 16th  for the Mazda/Toyota manufacturing plant that will be 

constructed in Huntsville–annexed Limestone County. Attending the event, from left, Chairman Ray Long, Senior Vice 

President of manufacturing Ikuo Sugiyama, Executive Vice President Hironori Kagohashi, State House Rep. Parker 

Moore and President of Mazda-Toyota Manufacturing Masashi Aihara. 

To bring 4,000 jobs 

bama and Tennessee is attractive to any 

new company looking at Morgan County.” 

  Nails, who is proactive in recruitment 

efforts for new industry, says MCEDA has 

taken additional measures to attract auto-

motive companies. 

  “To assist our efforts, we also developed 

a new marketing campaign and dedicated 

a website: moreinmorgan.com, to specifi-

cally target automotive suppliers,” Nails 

said. “We are drawing interest from com-

panies by using Google online advertising 

and a special marketing mailout to auto-

motive suppliers and site location consult-

ants.” 

  Construction of the plant’s foundation 

could begin in December, officials said. 

  The plant is expected to open in 2021. 

  This will be Toyota’s second plant in Ala-

bama. The company built an engine plant 

in Huntsville several years ago that cur-

rently has about 1,400 employees. 

  With the exception of a brief co- produc-

tion with Ford, the new plant will be Maz-

da’s first manufacturing facility in the 

U.S.  

  Commission Chairman Ray Long  says  

he’s confident that Morgan County resi-

dents  will  help make up the  plant’s 

workforce. 

  “We are grateful for the new Mazda-

Toyota facility locating  in our area,” said 

Long. “It’s  great  for us in a lot of ways.  I  

have no doubt that   people from our coun-

ty will get many of the jobs  that ‘ll come 

with  the new industry, and I am also sure 

that Morgan County will attract business-

es that will  come to  provide services for 

the plant.” 

  “I can’t say enough about Jeremy Nails 

and the staff of the  Morgan County Eco-

nomic Development Association  for the 

hard work  and great recruitment efforts 

they put forth  for  our county’s growth. 

Last, but definitely not least, we are 

thankful for the automakers, whom we  

consider friends, for  locating here. 

   This is  further proof that  our visits  to 

Japan  provide for  good working relation-

ships and positive results. We look for-

ward to growth.” 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

Remembering  
       Former Chairman Larry Bennich 

Nov. 1942– Oct.2018 

Served as chairman of  

the Morgan County  

Commission 

1986 to 2004 

Was responsible for brin-

ing major industries to 

the county.  

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

 Commissioners’ district shops are 

stocked with sand and other supplies 

to deal with wintry conditions that 

cause potentially dangerous road 

conditions. 

  In addition, they are completing 

projects. 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 

said mowing is coming to an end for 

the season. 

  “We’ve started tree trimming for 

the winter now,” said Clark. “We’re 

still working on the drainage project 

for Modaus and Old Moulton roads 

and we are looking forward to finish-

ing that next year. We are re-routing 

a drainage ditch to abate flooding.” 

  District 2 Commissioner has two 

roads ready for paving. 

  “We have the contractor to pave two 

roads, which will be done as soon as 

the weather permits,” Vest said.  

“We’ve also got a couple of bridges 

with guardrails that need to be re-

paired.” 

   He says equipment for winter 

weather has been ready for a while. 

   “We’ve got sand in stock, tractors 

with blades, and spreaders mounted 

on trucks,” he said. “We’ve had it all 

in place for the first possibility of 

snow. We are prepared for it but we 

hope it doesn’t happen.” 

   District 3 Commissioner Don Stish-

er has completed projects and others 

are underway. 

 “We’ve finished Gandy’s Cove Road. 

We worked with Joe Wheeler, Cull-

man County Water and Cullman-

Jefferson Gas to extend six-inch wa-

ter lines from Oden Ridge toward 

Nat Key Road,” said Stisher. The 

projects are to increase water pres-

sure and have more accessible power 

during severe weather, and to im-

Commissioners’ shops prepared for winter 

  

prove  drainage.” 

  District 4 Commissioner Greg 

Abercrombie’s shop is stocked and 

equipment has been prepped for 

winter, also. 

  “We get all of that ready in ad-

vance,” he said. “Right now, we are 

still working on the road from Co-

taco to Union Hill. We’ve put shoul-

ders on it and we plan to replace the 

bridge, hopefully in the next seven 

or eight months. “ 
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Support local businesses 

Sponsor of this publication 

Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 

Sponsor of this publication 

Monument commemorating Scottsboro 

Boys  trial  erected   outside courthouse 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Morgan County officials and com-

munity leaders gathered at the court-

house on Oct. 31 for the unveiling of 

a piece of the judicial system’s histo-

ry. 

 A historical monument commemo-

rating trials of the Scottsboro Boys 

was erected near the location of the 

entrance of the old courthouse that 

was demolished in 1975. 

  State Sen. Arthur Orr obtained 

funding for the marker and he spoke 

during the ceremony, recounting ef-

forts led by Sheila Washington, direc-

tor of the Scottsboro Boys Museum to 

fully exonerate the Scottsboro Boys 

in 2013. Circuit Judge Glenn Thomp-

son spoke about the legal significance 

of the cases, and Archivist John Alli-

son shared information about land-

marks on the site and the importance 

of remembering all of the past, both 

good and bad. Peggy Towns, author 

of “Scottsboro Unmasked” gave de-

tails of the Scottsboro cases. 

  The monument was produced by the 

Alabama Historical Association, and 

the text displayed on it was written 

by Alabama State Archivist Steve 

Murray. 

  One side of the monument is titled 

“Scottsboro Boys’ Case Landmark 

Decisions”, and an excerpt from the 

text underneath read: “A series of 

racially charged trials where nine 

African American males ages 13 to 

20 were falsely accused of raping two 

white women on a freight train in 

Alabama produced a pair of land-

mark civil rights decisions by the 

U.S. Supreme Court in the 1930s.” 

  It further states that after all-white 

State Sen. Arthur Orr addresses the crowd. Please see Monument, page 13 
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  Left, Chairman Ray Long welcomes to the crowd ; right some of the people  who attended  the  ceremony . 

Monument 

juries found them guilty in Jackson 

County the U.S. Supreme Court 

granted an appeal and the change of 

venue to Decatur was granted. 

 The title on the other side of the 

monument is “Judge James E. Hor-

ton Jr. Hailed for Legal Courage”, 

and an excerpt reads: “Circuit Judge 

James E. Horton Jr., who presided 

over Haywood Patterson’s highly 

publicized retrial in Decatur in 1933, 

gained widespread acclaim for his 

courage in voiding the conviction. 

Horton cited lack of evidence to cor-

roborate the accusations of rape and 

granted a new trial.” 

 People from throughout North Ala-

bama, including Horton’s family 

members attended the ceremony in 

October. 

  “It was a great occasion ,”  Allison 

said.  

Continued from page 12 
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  Tommy Glasscock, director  of Alabama 

State Department of Education  Career/Tech  

Education and Workforce Development, re-

cently toured  the county school system’s  

Technology Park. The system is  advancing 

its career tech programs  by increasing class 

options to meet  the needs for  developing 

workforce.  After completing the tour  

Glasscock expressed that Morgan County 

Schools’   CTE is a model   in the state. 

  Along with applying for the scholarship, 

Terry was required to write an essay about 

herself, and one about Decatur. Probate 

Judge Greg Cain submitted a letter of recom-

mendation for her. 

  “She has worked hard to apply herself and I 

think this will be a reflection of what she al-

ready has. It will give her a degree behind 

the knowledge she has.” 

  Strayer’s campus in Decatur is located at 

305 Second Ave. and is under renovation. 

  Terry will begin classes Jan. 2nd. 

Continued from page 2 

Terry 

scenes from the book to re-enact during the 

community’s annual Wax Museum project.  

Students  manned informational booths in 

the gymnasium and posed as “wax figures” 

from scenes in the book. When a visitor 

pressed the button at the booth the students 

came to life as characters  from a scene in the 

novel. Latham was at the school for the 

event. 

Gee’s  Bend 
Continued from page 8 

Morgan schools 

continued 

 ALSDE Career Tech –Workforce Development Director Tommy Glasscock  observes  tech students.. 

Glasscock  tours 

school system’s 

technology park 
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About The Voice of Morgan County  

 The Voice of Morgan County is published quarterly 

and mailed to 46,000 homes. It is a product of the Coun-

ty Commission and no portion of it may be re-produced. 

This is the first edition of the seventh volume. 

  The publication is produced solely by Communications 

Director Sheryl Marsh.  

    Please be sure to  view community videos on our web-

site by going to www.co.morgan.al.us  There, click on 

county departments, then select Communications and 

click on multimedia. 

Rx cards still available 

  The Morgan County Commission still has  free Rx  discount 

cards for county residents. Collectively, the cards have resulted 

in more than $200,000 in savings for people who have used 

them. 

To get your card please go to our website: 

www.co.morgan.al.us and click on Coast to Coast to request 

one. We will mail it to you. There are no eligibility require-

ments. 

@MorganCoComm 

Morgan County Commission 

Morgan increases  

Pre-K classes 

in four schools 
  With  the addition of five new Pre-K clas-

ses , Morgan County Schools’  enrollment  

of  4-year-olds is  now over 175. 

  The system  has 11 Pre-K  classes  be-

tween Priceville, West Morgan, Danville-

Neel and Union Hill schools  that are pri-

marily funded by grants from the Office of 

School Readiness. The classes are part of  

the Alabama First Class Pre-K Program. 

  The program’s goal is to prepare 4-year-

olds  for school  by  creating  interest  in 

learning, ability to function  in a social set-

ting, age appropriate communication and 

problem solving skills as well as develop-

ing physical and emotional skills and  opti-

mal health . 

Blue  Ribbon schools 

Priceville Junior High and Cotaco Junior High  

were named Blue Ribbon  Schools by The  U..S. 

Department of Education  National Blue Ribbon 

Schools  Program. The program was created in 

1982 to honor schools  that  have high student 

achievement levels and have made  strides in 

closing the achievement gap. 
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