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Government Day 

Local  high school students  

hold mock court, commission 

meetings with official guidance  

Morgan’s damage from flooding almost $2 million 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

  Federal Emergency 
Management Agency 
representatives are in 
Morgan County as-
sessing flood damage to 
infrastructure in north 
Alabama counties. 

  “FEMA’s disaster as-
sistance team has set up 
an area field office in 
our department  to look 
at damage to roads and 
infrastructure in coun-
ties for flooding in 
April,” said Morgan 

Emergency Manage-
ment Agency Director 
Eddie Hicks. “Morgan’s 
estimated total is $1.8 
million.” 
  All four Morgan com-
mission districts re-
ceived damage, and 

River Loop Road in Dis-
trict 4 was heavily im-
pacted, Hicks said. 
  “Estimated damage for 
that one road alone is 
more than $1 million,” 
he said. In addition to 
the districts, Decatur 

Utilities, Hartselle Utili-
ties, the City of Decatur 
and Point Mallard Park 
had major damage and 
will be in line for assis-
tance.” 

Hartselle’s 

Hope Cain 

goes to NAIA  

World Series 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

 Hartselle’s Hope Cain 
pitched her 
way to the Na-
tional Associa-
tion of Inter-
collegiate Ath-
letics (NAIA) 
World Series 
mound after 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

  Students from Morgan 
County, Decatur and 
Hartselle school sys-
tems had fun while par-
ticipating in Govern-
ment Day at the court-
house on April 25th. 
  American Legion Mor-
gan County Post 15 
sponsored the event 
and Americanism 
Chairman George 
Marsh managed to get 
six high schools to pro-
vide 101 juniors, 
through elections or by 
appointment for partici-
pation in running local 
government for a day. 

  Decatur, Hartselle, 
Priceville, Brewer, Dan-
ville and West Morgan 
high schools participat-
ed  in the event. 
Hartselle and West 
Morgan held elections 
and students were elect-
ed for county and state 
offices. The other high 
schools appointed stu-
dents to the elected po-
sitions. 
  The event began with a 
general assembly in Cir-
cuit Judge Stephen 
Brown’s courtroom 
where County Commis-
sion Chairman Ray 
Long welcomed stu-

dents, faculty and mem-
bers of the American 
Legion to the court-
house. After the assem-
bly a group of students 
went to the county jail 
for a tour while others 
began shadowing offi-
cials who hold offices 
for which they were 
chosen. 
  Students who were 
selected for the county 
commission joined 
Chairman Ray Long, 
commissioners Jeff 
Clark, Randy Vest and 
Don Stisher to conduct  
mock commission 

Please see  Students, page 2  

University of Mobile 

Hope Cain 

Please see Cain, page 5 

Fema assessing damage from April storms 

Please see FEMA, page 10 

Commissioners Jeff Clark and Randy Vest   (at meeting 

bench in background) guide students participating in 

mock commission meeting while Chairman Ray Long 

(forefront) talks to students who are  waiting their turn 

to hold meetings.  

Probate Judge Greg Cain, center, surrounded by  student 

probate judges. Cain explained to them the operations of 

probate court and his office. 
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officials to support Govern-
ment Day,” he said. 
“Without that kind of sup-
port there would be no 
Government Day.” 
  Chairman Long  praised 
the American Legion for  
establishing the special day 
for students. 
  “It’s great that the  Ameri-
can Legion takes the time to  
set aside this day each year 
for our local students to 
come here and experience 
how government works,” 
said Long.  “We’re glad to  
be a part of it.” 

meetings. 
  The students were seated at  the 
commission bench in groups of five to 
conduct six meetings from an agenda 
that held seven business items. 
  With a little coaching from the com-
missioners, the students did a great 
job and added a bit of humor for live-
ly meetings. 
  The chairman and commissioners 
explained how the executive branch 
of government operates, with Long 
running the courthouse and commis-
sioners operating county shops in 
their respective districts. 
  After their visit with the commission 
the students left to go for their sched-
uled tour of the jail, and those who 
went earlier returned to the court-
house to shadow officials. 
 The officials included Probate Judge 
Greg Cain, Revenue Commissioner 
Amanda Scott, License Commissioner 
Sharon Maxwell, Sheriff Ron Puckett, 
District Attorney Scott Anderson, Cir-
cuit Clerk Chris Priest, District Court 
judges Shelly Waters, Brent Craig and 
Charles Langham. Although the dis-
trict judges had a full day of court 
proceedings, each of them spent some 
time with the students. Circuit judges 
Jennifer Howell, Stephen Brown and 
Charles Elliott were out of town for a 
judicial conference, so the students 
who won their offices were assigned 
to Waters. 
  Officials and students left the court-
house to go to the American Legion 
facility for lunch where Sheriff Puck-
ett was the keynote speaker. When 
they returned to the courthouse stu-
dents held a mock trial under the 
guidance of  Waters,  Craig , 
Anderson and Attorney Patrick Caver. 
  Students served as  judges, district 
attorneys and defense lawyers. Others 
were witnesses and jurors. All were 
totally engaged. Students returned to 
their respective schools after the 
mock trial concluded.  
  Marsh said he is grateful to the gov-
ernment leaders for embracing the 
event, taking time from their sched-
ules  to  be involved. 
  “I was very impressed with the en-
thusiastic willingness of the county  

Students 
Continued from page 1 

Continued on Page 3 

District Court Judge Brent Craig, left,  coached student judges  during the mock  trial. 

Sheriff Ron Puckett speaks to the students during lunch. 

Left, students who served as the  defense team with coaching from Attorney Patrick Caver; right students who were district 

attorneys  under the guidance of District Attorney Scott Anderson. 

 The general assembly 
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Students 

officials to support Govern-
ment Day,” he said. 
“Without that kind of sup-
port there would be no 
Government Day.” 
  Chairman Long  praised 
the American Legion for  
establishing the special day 
for students. 
  “It’s great that the  Ameri-
can Legion takes the time to  
set aside this day each year 
for our local students to 
come here and experience 
how government works,” 
said Long.  “We’re glad to  
be a part of it.” 

Continued from page 2 

Student officials 

Students elected or appointed for county and state offices were: 
County Commission Chairman: Iman Fouche, Triesta Satterman, Dylan Edwards, Madison Cartee, Olivia Duran and Aston 
Owens 
District 1 Commissioner: Olivia Hall, Cynthia Davidson, Trent Hill, Madalyn Holladay, Cameron Stevens and Emily Griffith 
District 2 Commissioner: Seth Ivy, Hadley Hawkins, Lilly Dobbins, Adam Rolin and Sofia Bates 
District 3 Commissioner: John Lyons, Delaney Hawkins, Emma Broadfoot, Jake Owens and Ethan Bell 
District 4 Commissioner: Annabelle May, Mackenzie Artis, Devin Cook, Logan Dyess and Jacob Bragwell 
Revenue Commissioner: Neelie Miller, Cassie Elmore, Ayden Penley, Maddie Sherill, Elizabeth Staehling and Trent Holms 
License Commissioner: Kathryn Morgan, Eber Herrera, Bryson Holt, Micheala Coombs, Anna Grace Nelson and Bailey Win-
ters 
Probate Judge: Conner Dickman, Brinten Barclay, Emery Elliott, Jacobe Fletcher and Taylor Dean 
District Attorney :  Ben Carroll, Emily Browning, Emilee Hawkins, Jabe Anderson, Joshua Delgado and Montana Henderson  
Circuit Judge Place 1: Alexandra Awtrey, Olivia Estes, Ty Putnam, Luke Nail, Josia Pullum and Chase Taylor 
Circuit Judge Place 2: Yasmine Brown, Thomas Prus, Nancy Walters, Molly Turner, Makayla Rusie and Blaze Skinner 
Circuit Judge Place 3: Adam Burroughs, Ben Rogers, Grayson Ball, Jasper Eddy, Matthew Parrish and Hollee Mason 
District Judge Place 1: Chase Cauthen, Eviah Burrows, Dylan Cook, Alexis Williams, Hannah Dyess and Elizabeth Halbrooks 
District Judge Place 2: Jackson Coffey, Payden Smith, Kali Brooks, Grace Cobb, Charles Freeman and Addie Dilliard 
Sheriff: Dauntae Montano, Hunter Childers, Anna Shonebaum, Wren Cole, Maegan Milligan and Ian Livingston 
Board of Registrars: John Orr, Dez Morrow and Ganon Humphrees 

Remembering  fallen law enforcement officers 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  The annual Law Enforce-
ment Memorial Day service 
was held May 14th in Cotaco 
Park at the courthouse, with 
law enforcement officers from 
various agencies in attend-
ance. 
  Alabama Attorney General 
Steve Marshall delivered the 
keynote address, sharing state 
and national statistics for of-
ficers who died in the line of 
duty. 
  Marshall praised all law en-
forcement officers for their 
work serving and protecting 
their communities. 
  The attorney general said 
each year more names are 
added to the list throughout 
the state and nation. 
  He said while they  risk their 
lives for family and friends 
they do so for strangers, also. 

Officers realize the dangers 
they face when they leave for 
work each day. Marshall 
called each officer a hero and 
urged people not to ever for-
get their sacrifices.  
 Decatur Police Chief Nate 
Allen introduced Marshall. 
   Sheriff Ron Puckett opened 
the service with commendable 
remarks that included officers 
serving with integrity. 
  Somerville Police Chief Keith 
Hornbuckle gave the invoca-
tion and Hartselle Police Chief 
Justin Barley introduced 
elected officials. 
  County Commission Chair-
man Ray Long presented and 
read a resolution the commis-
sion adopted in recognition of 
Law Enforcement Memorial 
Week; and Decatur Mayor Tab 
Bowling presented a procla-
mation in honor of the week 
that’s celebrated nationally. 

  Priceville Police Chief Rick 
Williams called the roll of lo-
cal officers who were killed 
while on duty, and as he called 
each name officers from each 
agency,  including the state 
troopers and state conserva-
tion, placed red roses in a vase 
at the monument located in 
the park. 
  Barbara Thompson, daughter 
of the late Deputy Charles W. 
Biles was escorted by a Deca-
tur officer to place a rose for 
her father. 
  Decatur High School Choral 
Ensemble sang beautifully the 
National Anthem and Amaz-
ing Grace during the ceremo-
ny, and Decatur Police Lt. To-
ny Ward led prayer. 
  Decatur Police Department’s 
rifle team did a 21-gun salute 
and Officer Marcus Smiley 

Annual  memorial service held at courthouse in 

May for  officers who were slain  in the line of duty 

   Alabama  Attorney General Steve Marshall delivers keynote 

address at  Law Enforcement Memorial  service at the courthouse 

on May 14th.   Decatur Police Chief Nate Allen, (right of Marshall)  

introduced him. Please see Memorial, page 4 
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Cain 
leading her softball team in 
season wins. 
  The team competed in the 
national contest in May in 
Missouri. 
   Her softball team,  the Uni-
versity of Mobile Rams won 
one game and lost two in the 
national competition. 
    Prior to the World Series she 
was named SSAC Softball 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year. 
  Cain, the daughter of Probate 
Judge Greg Cain and Cindy 
Cain, is a starting pitcher for 
the Rams; and she was named 
Most Valuable Player of the 
conference tournament. 
 She earned the honor on a 
diamond in her home area in 
May as the balls she threw 
amassed strikeouts during the 
Southern States Athletic Con-
ference Championship held at 
Wilson-Morgan Park on May 
5th. 
  Cain, a junior led the team 
through three games to win 
the championship, defeating 
Martin Methodist 5-4 in 12 
innings; and Blue Mountain 4-
2 that prompted “a winner 

takes all” third game, which 
the Rams won 2-1.  During the 
Blue Mountain game Cain al-
lowed one earned run on four 
hits; and she struck out six 
batters for the championship 
win. 
  Prior to the championship, 
Cain was honored for her 
character and sportsmanship, 
receiving the Mosco Lighting 
Champion of Character 
Award. 
   The award is given to a play-
er who exhibits sportsmanship 
on and off the diamond; and 
she is considered a student 
leader who maintains a posi-
tive attitude with character 
when handling the difficulties 
of being a full-time college 
student athlete. 
  In 2018 Cain received the 
SSAC A.O. Doer Scholarship 
Award which required main-
taining good citizenship and 
character as well as a 3.75 
Grade Point Average. She has 
a 4.0 GPA. 
  Her parents are proud of her 
accomplishments as well as 
those of her older sister, who 
is a pediatrician. 
  “As a parent it is exciting to 

see your children apply princi-
ples and values that you at-
tempted to teach them as they 
were growing  up,” Judge Cain 
said. “Watching Hope work 
hard to achieve her goals and 
having other people recognize 
that hard work is a very emo-
tional experience. Hope has 
never been the most talented 
or athletic player, but she 
plays with heart and determi-
nation.” 
  “We have been blessed with 
two amazing daughters. Our 
oldest daughter, Dr. Grace 
Williams is completing her 
first year of residency as a pe-
diatrician in Greensville, S.C. 
Hope is taking her Medical 
College Admission Test 
(MCAT) in June and is hoping 
to attend medical school after 
graduating from the Universi-
ty of Mobile.” 
  Softball Coach Alison Sellers-
Cook described Hope, portray-
ing her as a role model. 
  “Hope is a gritty player. She 
is one you want on the mound 
to get the job done in a tough 
situation,” Sellers-Cook said in 
a news release. “She is strong 
in the classroom as she is on 

Memorial 

played Taps to conclude the service.  

  Fallen Officers 

Decatur  Police Officer E. L. Steele, April 
28, 1905 
Decatur Police Officer, William (Bill) A. 
Baber, July 2,1906 
Decatur Police Officer Jessie Lemuel 
Jones, Nov. 25, 1906 
Morgan Sheriff’s Deputy Burns Almon, 
Sept. 10, 1927 
Decatur Police Officer Thomas E. 
Wright, March 26, 1930 
State Trooper Capt. Thomas E. Maxwell, 
Oct. 4, 1962 
State Conservation Officer Loyd Hays, 
May 2, 1964 
State Trooper David Temple, Sept. 13, 
1979 
Morgan Sheriff’s Deputy Charles W. 
Biles, May 21, 1985 

Continued from page 3 

  Left, the Decatur  Police Honor Guard present colors ; right,  a Decatur police officer escorts  a  fallen officer’s daughter to  the monument  to place a rose in his memory. 

  Family members  of  officers  who died  while on duty. 

  Left, Chairman Ray Long presents  a resolution and right, Mayor Tab Bowling presents a proclamation for  the occasion. 
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   County Commission Chairman Ray Long  presented  a   

plaque to  Decatur Heritage Christian Academy Boys  Bas-

ketball Team power forward  Noah Boler and Coach Jason 

Marshall . The  commission adopted  a resolution during its 

April  9th meeting honoring the team for  winning the 2019 

state 1A  championship.  Also, Boler  was named   state  1A 

Player of the Year. 

Honoring the champs 

Cain 
leading her softball team in 
season wins. 
  The team competed in the 
national contest in May in 
Missouri. 
   Her softball team,  the Uni-
versity of Mobile Rams won 
one game and lost two in the 
national competition. 
    Prior to the World Series she 
was named SSAC Softball 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year. 
  Cain, the daughter of Probate 
Judge Greg Cain and Cindy 
Cain, is a starting pitcher for 
the Rams; and she was named 
Most Valuable Player of the 
conference tournament. 
 She earned the honor on a 
diamond in her home area in 
May as the balls she threw 
amassed strikeouts during the 
Southern States Athletic Con-
ference Championship held at 
Wilson-Morgan Park on May 
5th. 
  Cain, a junior led the team 
through three games to win 
the championship, defeating 
Martin Methodist 5-4 in 12 
innings; and Blue Mountain 4-
2 that prompted “a winner 

takes all” third game, which 
the Rams won 2-1.  During the 
Blue Mountain game Cain al-
lowed one earned run on four 
hits; and she struck out six 
batters for the championship 
win. 
  Prior to the championship, 
Cain was honored for her 
character and sportsmanship, 
receiving the Mosco Lighting 
Champion of Character 
Award. 
   The award is given to a play-
er who exhibits sportsmanship 
on and off the diamond; and 
she is considered a student 
leader who maintains a posi-
tive attitude with character 
when handling the difficulties 
of being a full-time college 
student athlete. 
  In 2018 Cain received the 
SSAC A.O. Doer Scholarship 
Award which required main-
taining good citizenship and 
character as well as a 3.75 
Grade Point Average. She has 
a 4.0 GPA. 
  Her parents are proud of her 
accomplishments as well as 
those of her older sister, who 
is a pediatrician. 
  “As a parent it is exciting to 

see your children apply princi-
ples and values that you at-
tempted to teach them as they 
were growing  up,” Judge Cain 
said. “Watching Hope work 
hard to achieve her goals and 
having other people recognize 
that hard work is a very emo-
tional experience. Hope has 
never been the most talented 
or athletic player, but she 
plays with heart and determi-
nation.” 
  “We have been blessed with 
two amazing daughters. Our 
oldest daughter, Dr. Grace 
Williams is completing her 
first year of residency as a pe-
diatrician in Greensville, S.C. 
Hope is taking her Medical 
College Admission Test 
(MCAT) in June and is hoping 
to attend medical school after 
graduating from the Universi-
ty of Mobile.” 
  Softball Coach Alison Sellers-
Cook described Hope, portray-
ing her as a role model. 
  “Hope is a gritty player. She 
is one you want on the mound 
to get the job done in a tough 
situation,” Sellers-Cook said in 
a news release. “She is strong 
in the classroom as she is on 

  Hope Cain  holds  her MVP Award after championship  win in Decatur.              (Courtesy  photo )  

  Hope  Cain delivered  the keynote  address at  SSAC  conference  

banquet held at Ingalls Harbor  in May.                              (Courtesy photo ) 

Continued from page 1 

the field. Her character is one 
you want all your athletes to 
have.” 
  Morgan County is proud of 
Hope and all of her accom-
plishments! 

Hope’s record 

Athletics 

Cain was named to First Team 
All-Conference and All-
Academic Team 
Finished the season with 26 

wins, 4 losses and 1 save. 
Pitched 202.1 innings 
8 shutouts 
ERA: 1.36 
Academic: 
Status: Junior 
Major: Biology Pre-Health 
Minor: Chemistry 
GPA: 4.0 
 
(Source: University of 
Mobile)  
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They didn’T give up 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

   Judges, educators, ad-
ministrators, family and 
friends cheered for three 
students as they partici-
pated in a special gradua-
tion ceremony at the 
courthouse on May 28th. 
 Two students received 
high school diplomas and 
a third received a GED. 
Clad in caps and gowns, 
the students who could not 
complete their high school 
studies in public schools 
for various reasons, 
marched to Pomp and Cir-
cumstance to graduate. 
  They did so through Mor-
gan County System of Ser-

vices where they continued 
their education under the 
instruction of three certi-
fied teachers. 
  Mary Copeland, one of 
the teachers said six stu-
dents received GEDs, but 
only one chose to partici-
pate in graduation. Three 
received diplomas, but one 
decided not to participate 
in the ceremony. 
  District court judges 
Shelly Waters, Charles 
Langham and Brent Craig 
were part of the ceremony 
and encouraged the stu-
dents to succeed. 
  Langham gave the gradu-
ation speech, commending 
the students for their 

achievements and urging 
them not to give up. 
  “You have succeeded 
when some had given up 
on you,” Langham told the 
three students. “Others 
encouraged you and 
cheered you along to re-
ceive your high school di-
ploma. I challenge you to 
be all you can be in this 
life.” 
  He named several suc-
cessful, famous people in-
cluding the late Albert Ein-
stein, noting that he ap-
peared to be a slow learner 
as a child but became a 
great theoretical physicist. 

Euthanasia  rate  declining  at Morgan animal shelter 

Hundreds of dogs saved 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

  The rescue rate for animals 
continues to climb while 
euthanasia has reached a 
record low at Morgan Coun-
ty’s animal shelter. 
  More than 1,000 animals 
were euthanized in 2017, 
and that number has dwin-
dled significantly, according 
to Animal Services Director 
Darren Tucker. 
  “We euthanized 114 in Jan-
uary, and in February we 
didn’t have any,” Tucker 
explained. “Then, in March 
we put down 13 and 15 in 
April. Our goal is to save as 
many animals as possible 
and we have four rescue 
groups helping us. The Mor-
gan County Animal Service 
Foundation is one that as-
sists in donating money 
they receive to help lower 
adoption fees. When they 

collect donations they con-
tribute to the shelter’s adop-
tion program.” 
  Current fees are $110 for 
dogs and $80 for cats , and 
when the foundation do-
nates those costs are drasti-
cally reduced.  
  “The adoption fees cover 
neutering and spaying as 
well as updating shots for 
the animals,” Tucker said.  
“Adoptions are up and our 
rescue groups help us out a 
lot with that. They come to 
the shelter to pick up ani-
mals for foster care until 
adoption. Some are even 
taken up north for adoption. 
We really appreciate all of 
our groups.” 
  The shelter has 50 kennels, 
and some must remain va-
cant for stray animals. 
  “We must keep them open 
for the unexpected for 
things like abuse and hoard-

ing,” Tucker said. “Once,  
we had to pick up eight to 
10 dogs at one time where a 
person was a hoarder and 
the animals were not being 
taken care of. That type sit-
uation is unexpected, and 
we had to have somewhere 
to place the animals. We try 
to educate people on taking 
care of their animals, mak-
ing sure their shots are up 
to date. They should also 
know that the county has a 
leash law and they should 
follow it because after they 
are at the shelter seven days 
they belong to the county. A 
rabies shot is important to 
those who have pets be-
cause if a dog bites someone 
the person may request that 
the animal be put down to 
be tested for rabies. So, it is 
really in their best interest.” 

Please see  Animals, page 7 

   Animal Control Director  Darren Tucker  pats the shelter’s resident  dog, Jumper 

and young volunteer Ethan Caver sits next to him.  Behind them are animal con-

trol officers. From left,  Maudie Brock, Cory Henson and Matt Farley. 

Effort yielded diplomas, GEDs for 9 

Please see Graduation, page 15 

  Above,  Chairman Ray Long presented a  plaque to  Falkville High Boys Track 

and Field  Team for winning the state 1A boys championship;  below, Long pre-

sented a plaque to Falkville Girls  Track  and Field Team for winning the  state 

1A  girls championship. District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher, who represents 

Falkville on the County Commission,  is  right of Long in each photo. 
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 District 1 Commissioner 

Jeff Clark took time from 

his busy schedule  on 

April 2nd  to  grill 

hotdogs  for Parents and 

Children  Together 

(PACT)  to kick off  Na-

tional Child Abuse Pre-

vention Month .  The day 

is observed  throughout 

the country to raise pub-

lic awareness about pre-

venting  child  abuse. The 

event  was held  in Co-

taco Park,  near the sec-

ond floor entrance of the 

courthouse.  April was 

designated as National  

Child Abuse  Prevention 

Month in  1983. 

Grilling for a worthy cause 

Animals 

  There are legal conse-
quences for allowing ani-
mals to roam at large. 
  “After we issue two cita-
tions we could get a war-
rant and go to court,” 
Tucker explained. We’ve 
gone to court in 22 cases 
and we won each time. 
Pet owners are out of a lot 
of money in court costs 
and fines. We don’t want 
that to happen and that’s 
why we try to work with 
them and make them 
aware of what could hap-
pen in those situations.” 
  County Commission 
Chairman Ray Long  com-
plimented Tucker  for  
efforts  to  connect with 
other agencies to save ani-
mals. 
  “Darren is doing an out-
standing job for  us. He  
seeks ways to preserve  
animal life, and he has 
made   a lot of connec-
tions  to  help him accom-
plish his  goals.  He is a 
great leader for the de-
partment and  it shows by 
the  great work they  do as 
a team.” 
 
Numbers by compari-

son 

January to April 2019 
Intake (dogs): 487 
Rescued: 251 
Adopted: 32 
Euthanized: 51 
Owner claimed: 49 
 
January to April 2018 
Intake (dogs): 454 
Rescued: 207 
Adopted: 13 
Euthanized: 91 
Owner claimed: 45 
*Animals  that are not 
rescued, adopted, 
claimed by owners or 
euthanized remain at 
the shelter for adop-
tion during each year. 
 

Continued from page 6 Committee makes suggestions  

to attract industry, residents 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
   A committee tasked with ren-
dering ideas for boosting Mor-
gan County’s growth submitted 
a  list of ideas, including build-
ing a bridge to connect  the 
east end of the county to 
Huntsville, which has been 
discussed for years. 
 Commission Chairman Ray 
Long appointed the Growth 
Committee last year, which   
held monthly meetings to 
brainstorm about improving 
the county. The 18-member 
committee comprised residents 
from throughout the county, 

and they explored multiple 
facets including education, in-
frastructure, housing and en-
tertainment. 
    Committee Chairman 
Dewain Clemons submitted an 
in-depth report to Long. 
  Industrial growth was a huge 
topic during meetings. 
   Clemons expounded upon the 
bridge recommendation, say-
ing that eastern Morgan Coun-
ty would be the location. 
  “We were talking about the 
Lacey’s Spring side, which is in 
close proximity to Huntsville,” 
Clemons said. “We believe 
placing a bridge that goes over 

into Huntsville would help 
with recruitment efforts to 
bring big industries to the 
county. In addition to busi-
nesses locating here we also 
talked about helping those that 
are currently here, especially 
the “mom and pop” businesses 
that need more exposure and 
promotion.” 
   In addition to providing 
foundations for industrial at-
traction the committee sug-
gested improving roads to alle-
viate   traffic congestion and 
establishing county building 
code and zoning.  
  Long said the proposed bridge 

is not feasible at this time, but 
he would consider other sug-
gestions from the group. 
  “We’re not able to build a 
bridge across the Tennessee 
River.  That has been talked 
about a long time, and it would 
be very costly,” Long said. “I 
think upscale retirement prop-
erties are something we could 
look into, but before that we 
would have to improve infra-
structure such as sewer. Most 
of the land isn’t good enough to 
perk. We’ve got everything else 
in place except sewer, and nat-

For growth of the county 

Please see Growth, page 14 
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Morgan county schools 

Sharing our stories 

 
  The Morgan County Board of Education recognized Brewer High Lady Patriots for participating in the AH-
SAA 2019 Class 5A Final Four, Northeast Regional Class 5A,  and the regular season 5A Area 15 competi-
tions. Team members are: McCarley Northway, Hannah Graves, Madisen Adams, Jacie Andrews, Leisha 
Steger, Evaiah Burrows, Chloe Danylo, Elizabeth Alexander, Callie Couey, Hope West, Presley Wimberly and 
Bronwyn Borden. Coaches are Jeff Andrews, Colton Smith and Malorie Walker. 

County high  schools 

win team, individual 

math competition 
  The Morgan County School System Math 
Tournament was held on March 8th at 
Priceville High School with teams from 
Brewer, Falkville, Priceville and West Mor-
gan high schools competing. The divisions 
were: Algebra II, geometry and comprehen-
sive. The competition comprised two parts, 
written test questions and ciphering. 
 
Winners 
Comprehensive Division: Brewer High, 
first place, Priceville High, second and 
Falkville High, third. 
Individual winners in Comprehensive: 
First place Jacob Cappi, Priceville High; sec-
ond, Levi Kelley, Brewer High; and third, 
Noah Hunter, Brewer High. 
Geometry Division: Priceville High, first 
place; Falkville High, second; and Danville 
High, third. 
Individual geometry winners: First 
place, Elijah Hopkins, Priceville High; sec-
ond, Alyssa Cook, Falkville High; and third, 
Cole Reynolds, Danville High. 
Algebra II Division: Brewer High, first; 
Danville High, second; and Falkville High, 
third. 
Individual Algebra II winners: First 
place, Joshua Kelley, Brewer High; Second, 
Nick Whisenant, Danville High; third, Gabi 

Vest, Danville High. 
Congratulations to all! 

   The Board of Education honored  Falkville 

High School student Kari Watts  for being 

recipient of the Class 1A Section 7 Bryant-

Jordan Scholar-Athlete of the Year  award .  

Superintendent Hopkins  gives the plaque.  

  MCS  Leadership Hall of Fame   

Inductees 

  Four local leaders were inducted into the  

Morgan County Leadership Hall of Fame dur-

ing the fourth annual banquet hosted by the 

Morgan County Schools Foundation. Con-

gratulations to the 2019 Inductee Class:  Jody 

Singer, Wallace Terry, Lynn Layton and John 

Sparkman.  

  Five West Morgan High students won first place for  

signature dishes  at Cook Around the World at Epcot 

in Orlando, Fla.  The students competed against 50 

schools.  Allie Bice, Aston Coviak, Mallory Hampton, 

Michaela Henson and Hannah Owens  created  

“Orange Chicken with Lo’Mein,” an Asian dish. 

   Students at Lacey’s Spring  School  spent time  out 

of the classroom in April  to celebrate Earth Day/

Arbor Day. Students, parents and  members of the 

community  worked to beautify the campus  through 

planting and weeding. They had fun while learning 

about conservation, civil responsibilities and commu-

nity  relations. 
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County schools 

   The Board of Education honored  Falkville 

High School student Kari Watts  for being 

recipient of the Class 1A Section 7 Bryant-

Jordan Scholar-Athlete of the Year  award .  

Superintendent Hopkins  gives the plaque.  

   Falkville Elementary students Judd and 

Grant Summerford  assisted  with their 

school’s Student Leadership Showcase. 

They’re shown here with  Superintendent  

Bill Hopkins Jr. during a board meeting. 

  Superintendent Hopkins presents a plaque 

to Frank Loosier  for being  named Morgan 

County Schools Bus Driver of the Year by 

the school board. 

     Cotaco School Junior Beta 

member Abby Speegle won first 

place in the math  competition 

at the Alabama Junior Beta Con-

vention  held in Birmingham  in 

March.  The win qualified her to 

compete  in the national  contest 

in  June  which will be held in 

Oklahoma. She competed 

against more than 50  junior 

high schools  to win the state 

competition. 

News  Briefs 

  The Career Technical Education 
Advisory Board approved CTE 
scholarships for the following stu-
dents: Lauren Brooke Davis, Tech-
nology Park, Culinary Arts; Rebec-
ca Lynne Rotermund, Priceville 
High, Future Business Leaders of 
America; Kamryn Laine Miller, 
Priceville High, Family and Con-
sumer Science; Haley Lynn 
McNutt, Brewer High, Family and 
Consumer Science; Mackenzie 
Hill, Brewer High, Family and 
Consumer Science; Samuel Martin 
Hickman, Technology Park, Draft-
ing; Alexandria Grace Brown, 
Technology Park, Culinary Arts; 
Karri Watts, Falkville High, 
Agriscience; Wyatt Gage Holmes, 
Brewer High, Agriscience;  and 
Nathaniel Jacob McDonald, 
Falkville High, Agriscience. Each 
student will receive a $2,000 

scholarship to use for college tui-
tion. 
 

Promotions   

  
During a busi-
ness meeting in 
May the Morgan 
County Board of 
Education ap-
proved rec 

ommendations 
from the Superin-

tendent to 
name Tracie 
Turrentine 
principal of 
Eva Junior 
High and 
Ashley 
McCulloch 
principal of 
Priceville Junior High. 

Turrentine, left 

McCulloch, left 

 Calhoun Community College hon-
ored West Morgan High junior Rus-
sell Haggard as “The most outstand-
ing physics student” for the 2018-
2019 school year after he completed 
courses at West Morgan and the col-
lege as a dually enrolled student. 
Also, Haggard scored in the top one 
percent nationally on the PSAT. 
Congratulations for outstanding ac-
ademic achievements. 
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Meeting room transformed 

   The  county’s maintenance department  removed dated paneling from walls in the  County Commission’s meeting room and  an  adjacent  conference 

room   recently. Employees  replaced the  almost 30-year-old  paneling with drywall and   painted  the  rooms a neutral color for a  bright, modern  look. 

Above, left,  a past meeting in session when the walls were paneled. Right,  the maintenance employees stand  behind the  commissioners’ bench in the  

renovated meeting room. From left, Wayne Lindley, director  of the  maintenance department,  Kale Rouse, Randall Barnett and James Morgan.  The 

crew saved the county thousands of dollars  by doing  the  work  in-house. 

  Members of the FEMA 
team come from through-
out the United States in-
cluding Texas and Georgia 
and will likely spend a total 
of eight weeks here as-
sessing the damage to all 
impacted counties in north 
Alabama, Hicks said. 
  In addition to Morgan the 
group is assessing damage 
in Colbert, Franklin, Mari-
on, Lamar, Lawrence, 
Fayette, Madison, Marshall, 
Jackson, DeKalb, Cherokee 
and Winston counties, 
Hicks said. 
  District 2 Commissioner 
Randy Vest says areas of 
major damage can’t be pin-

pointed  in his district , but 
there are quite a few areas 
affected by the flooding. 
  “Ours is not substantial at 
any one specific location,” 
Vest said. “It’s just several 
smaller ones that we are 
still finding. We’ve proba-
bly got a dozen different 
areas on roads that we’ve 
found. Our resources are so 
slim that any time we have 
damage that’s not sched-
uled maintenance it dips 
into our budgets. So, when 
we have funding to help 
with that, it’s a huge benefit 
to us.” 
  District 3 Commissioner 
Don Stisher says his district 
would benefit from federal 
funding.  “We have several 

sites that we are doing pa-
per work for to submit to 
FEMA,” said Stisher.  
“We are very proud to be 
able to participate and we 
hope that through the pro-
cess we are successful in 
receiving assistance.  Oth-
erwise, we wouldn’t be able 
to make these improve-
ments to drainage that was 
affected by the flooding in 
April. Our damage includes 
Bert Stinson Road in the 
Cole Springs community, a 
road we had to close until 
we made temporary re-
pairs; and Hidden Valley 
and Hogan roads in the 
Andrews Chapel communi-
ty. We are thankful  for  any 
assistance.” 

Before After 

FEMA 
Continued from page 1 

   Public  assistance (categories A-G) 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Resurfacing and improving roads, 
along with routine maintenance top 
work lists in each of the county’s 
four districts. 
  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 
says he has several projects under-
way. 
“We are working with Priceville to 
finish work on Marco Drive and we 
have completed $300,000 worth of 
paving. We are now repairing 
shoulders,” Clark said. “We have 
also started the purchase of right-of
-way for improvement at the inter-
section of Modaus Road and Old 
Moulton Road.” 
  District 2 Commissioner Randy 
Vest’s shop employees are prepar-
ing roads for paving. 
  “We are working, replacing cross 
pipes and addressing issues on 
roads prior to the paving contractor 
coming in,” he said. “We have three 
roads to be resurfaced and then we 
will be rebuilding shoulders on 
those. We still have a dirt project to 
complete at Danville High School 
for practice fields, and we’ve com-
pleted our in-kind service work for 
the ADA- compliant field at Spark-
man School.” 
  District 3 has a major project un-
derway. 
  “We’ve been re-working 
Campground Road in the Massey 
community,” said District 3 Com-
missioner Don Stisher. “It was chip 
seal so we have to plow it up. We’re 
also adding culverts and re-doing 
the road. We’re hoping to finish it 
this year or early next year. It’s a 
huge job. 

Repairing, resurfacing  roads, seasonal 

maintenance priority in   county districts 

  District 4 Commissioner 
Greg Abercrombie has a huge 
project on tap, also. 

  “We’re preparing to re-do 
Union Hill Road from Apple 
Grove to U.S. 231,” he said. 

 “We have quite a bit of work 
to do.” All districts are per-
forming seasonal duties of 

mowing grass from rights-of-
way, and  bug spraying will 
begin soon. 

  District 2  employees replace a cross pipe in preparation for re-paving. 
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Support local businesses 

Sponsor of this publication 

Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 

Sponsor of this publication 

Judge Langham, wife Sonja and 35 others travel to Israel 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director  

Morgan County District 
Court Judge Charles 
Langham and his wife 
Sonja joined 35 people 
from the Decatur area for 
a trip to the Holy Land in 
March, and for seven 
days they enjoyed experi-
ences of a lifetime. 
  Baptism was most re-
warding. 
  “We went to the Jordan 
River where I was re-
dedicated and Sonja was 
baptized in the river by a 
minister from Texas, who 
was visiting the Holy 
Land,” Langham said. 
“This was the most spir-
itual moment for Sonja 
and me during our entire 
trip.” 
  The group arrived at Tel 
Aviv Airport in Israel on 

March 4. 
  Mark Heard of Decatur 
led the group and they 
spent the first evening in 
the  City of Netanya on 
the Mediterranean Sea 
where they rested. 
 Later, they toured. 
  Judge Langham shared:  
“For the next seven days 
we visited the seaside of 
Caesarea Maritime built 
by Herod the Great 
around 20 B.C. While 
there we toured the thea-
ter and ancient palace of 
King Herod and also saw 
the racetrack and the 
aqueduct that he con-
structed to bring neces-
sary water to the area 
from nearby Mountains. 
  Then, we traveled to the 
most northern ancient 
Israeli city of Tel-Dan to 
view the ruins of this an-

cient city in the northern-
most part of Israel.—
you’ll recall that Abra-
ham went to Dan to res-
cue his nephew Lot, and 
his family who had been 
captured. Then, we 
stayed several nights in 
the City of Tiberias on 
the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee.” 
  They visited the Valley 
of the Doves, an ancient 
mountain pass that Jesus 
would have walked 
through on His way from 
Nazareth and Cana to 
Capernaum, which is on 
the Sea of Galilee. 
  “We went by boat out in 
the Sea of Galilee and 
then returned to our de-
parture point to see the 
2,000-year-old fishing 
vessel recently discov-
ered and recovered from 

the Sea of Galilee,” he 
said. “We traveled to the 
Golan Heights and we 
visited the town of Caesa-
rea Philippi, the location 
where Peter told  Jesus 
that he was the Son of 
the Living God.” 
  They took in a lot of 
great sights, including 
the Fortress of Masada, 
and the Qumran Caves. 
  “Toward the end of the 
trip we stayed in a hotel 
in Jerusalem from which 
we visited Bethlehem, 
which is in the West 
Bank; the Holy City of 
Jerusalem and Jericho, 
the oldest city in the 
world. In Jerusalem we 
visited the Temple 
Mount and prayed at the 
Western (Wailing) Wall. 

Continued on Page 13 Langham and  wife Sonja on Sea of Galilee. 
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We walked along the Via Dela-
rosa and visited two places be-
lieved to be the location of the 
Tomb of Jesus from which he 
was resurrected.—This was the 
second most spiritual moment of 
our trip.” 
  
 Members of First United Meth-
odist Church of Decatur, three 
couples from Central United 
Methodist and members of other 
denominations made the trip. 
  
 “This was a life-changing trip for 
us and we encourage anyone who 
can, to visit Israel,” he said.  “It 
was the first time for the both of 
us. It was something we’ve been 
wanting to do for a long time.  
We felt safe the whole time we 
were there, and everyone there 
was so nice. We didn’t have one 
single bad experience.” 

Continued from page 12 

Israel 

  Judge Langham and wife  outside the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. 

Above Judge Langham at the  Wailing Wall; below, 

his wife rides  a camel. 
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Growth 

-ural gas is within reach.”  
Other recommendations included:  
*Recruit private investors to devel-
op the county 
*Invest in a program to make com-
munity workforce ready 
*Amenities and entertainment for 
senior citizens, middle-age, and 20 
and over residents 
  Clemons said the group did not 
prioritize suggestions for growth, 

but that each recommendation 
should be considered over time. 
     “The general discussion brought 
forth the categories that need ad-
dressing or improving,” he said. 
“There was debate on which of 
these issues needs to be addressed 
first. So, collectively an ideal 
growth pattern would be to slowly 
grow each area listed with time, 
money and other resources that 
would raise the quality of living 
and promote growth.” 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

 Morgan County Emergency 
Management Agency has 
added a technology feature 
to communicate with deaf 
and hearing impaired indi-
viduals. 
  The department acquired 
services through Purple 
Communications Inc. for an 
application, which was pre-
sented publically in May 
during an emergency exer-
cise at Priceville Junior 
High School. 
  Radiological Emergency 
Planner DeDe Hayes 

demonstrated use of the 
app during the exercise. 
  Hayes explained that the 
virtual feature offers visual 
communication between 
hearing impaired or deaf 
individuals, emergency offi-
cials and a sign language 
interpreter. 
  The County Commission, 
in April, approved a con-
tract with Purple Commu-
nications to provide the 
remote video service 
through April 2020. 
  “We saw it displayed at a 
conference in Atlanta  and 
we came back and looked 

into it immediately,” said 
Hayes. 
 
  EMA Director Eddie Hicks 
said the feature will be good 
for the county. 
  “This will allow us to pro-
vide another service for 
people with emergencies, 
who are unable to hear, or 
hear well the information 
given to them,” said Hicks. 
The exercise at Priceville 
Junior High will be part of 
our grade with FEMA 
(Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency), which 
will be concluded in June.” 

EMA   gets  technology 

equipment to communicate  

with deaf, hearing impaired 

  A composite  of the Morgan County Bar Association was unveiled  in May on the 

fourth  floor of the courthouse.  The composite shows current  members of the  bar.  

Commission Chairman Ray Long addressed the  group, and  Barney Lovelace, presi-

dent of the bar presided over the unveiling. Shown in front of the composite, from 

left: District Judge Charles Langham, Susan Faulkner, Lovelace and Kathy Horton Gar-

rett. Faulkner and Garrett are granddaughters of the late Judge  James Horton Jr., 

who presided over  the Scottsboro Boys trial in the 1930s. 

New  composite 

Continued from page  7 

Chairman’s Growth Committee at its inaugural meeting a year ago. 
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  The Voice of Morgan County is a 

product of the Morgan County Commis-

sion and none of its contents may be re-

produced without permission from the 

governing authority. 

The commission established the Commu-

nications Department, from which the 

quarterly publication was created in 

2012, and it currently goes into 46,000  

homes throughout the county. 

  It is produced by Communications Di-

rector Sheryl Marsh. 

 The Morgan County Commission  has  free Rx  dis-

count cards for county residents. Collectively, the 

cards have resulted in more than $200,000 in sav-

ings for people who have used them. 

To get your card please go to our website: 

www.co.morgan.al.us and click on Coast to Coast to 

request one. We will mail it to you. There are no 

eligibility requirements. 

@MorganCoComm 

Morgan County Commission 

About  The  Voice of  Morgan 

County 

Rx cards  available 

  The Morgan County Archives 

facility on Bank Street will be  

closed on Monday  of each week  

so that staff may have  an admin-

istrative day.  The  new schedule  

becomes effective June  3. 

Morgan Archives   

to begin new  

schedule in June 

   SOS Executive Director Dr. 
Sara Bruce-Hall briefly ad-
dressed the students, and 
Copeland spoke with them 
individually, recalling when 
they first entered the pro-
gram. Copeland said two of 
the graduates are planning  
to seek higher education and 
one plans to begin working 
immediately. 
  One of the students was a 
resident at the Helping Ado-
lescents  in Need of Supervi-
sion (HANDS) Home. An ex-
tended stay at the facility en-
abled her to graduate, 
Copeland said. 
  After graduation, the coun-
ty’s juvenile department held 
a reception for the students. 
  Note: Students’  identification 

is withheld  due to their juve-

nile status.  

Graduation 
Continued from Page 6 

 Top,  officials and students  enter  for the grad-

uation ceremony.  Bottom,  District Judge Shelly 

Waters speaks to the  students on front row. 
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