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By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Scott Anderson told voters six years 

ago that he would  fairly and open-

mindedly seek justice for all involved 

in crimes. 

  He did just what he said he would 

do during his first term as Morgan 

County district attorney. 

  He also proved that he was more 

than qualified to run the office, mak-

ing improvements by adding pro-

grams such as Pre-trial Intervention 

that gives first-time offenders a 

chance to straighten out their lives. 

  Perhaps those are a couple of rea-

sons no one opposed his bid for re-

election in 2016. 

  District Court Judge Shelly Waters 

administered the oath of office to An-

derson on Jan 13th to begin serv-

ing his second six-year term. 

  The first term was challenging 

due to limited resources. 

Scott Anderson begins second term as DA 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  The Morgan County Commission’s top 

priority is seeking ways to offer free ser-

vices to residents. 

  For several years the commission desig-

nated clean-up weeks during fall and 

spring; and commissioners opened their 

district shops for residents to discard un-

wanted household items. 

    That service has been replaced with 

one that gives residents year-around 

dumping privileges at designated areas at 

Please see Anderson, page 10 

Please see Cleanup, page 4 

  District  Court Judge Shelly Waters administers  oath to Anderson as  wife Cindy 

holds  the Bible, and daughter Charlee  stands with them. 

County to offer 

Free, year-around 

Cleanup service 

Chairman Ray Long: Investments for  

companies have yielded almost 300 jobs 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Two to three years ago when the 

County Commission agreed to give 

financial incentives for two new 

plants to locate in the area, the offi-

cials were confident the investment 

would yield employment benefits for 

Morgan County residents. 

  The officials were right. 

  During his State of the County ad-

dress on Feb. 21st Chairman Ray 

Long told a crowd of about 150 that 

Remington hired 204 local residents 

and Polaris has hired 75. 

  “The Morgan County Commission 

 was asked to help the City of 

Huntsville in their effort to lure 

Remington to our area,” Long 

said. Your commissioners took a 

bold step and helped with the in-

centives to lure such a large com-

Please see County, page 2 

Long and his family 
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pany to North Alabama. When we 

were told the project would bring 

2,600 jobs to our area we felt we had 

no choice but to participate. As I 

stand before you today I would like 

to report that the risk was worth it. 

Remington has hired 992 workers so 

far and 204 of those workers are 

from Morgan County, and that’s 

21%.” 

  “We were also asked to help lure 

Polaris to our area. Again we part-

nered with the City of Huntsville. 

When all phases are completed Pola-

ris plans to have 1,800 employees. 

Today, Polaris has 533 employees 

and 75 (14%) of those employees are 

from Morgan County,” Long added. 

“The only way that anyone can land 

the big manufacturing companies 

today is with a regional approach. 

Our efforts have paid off for the peo-

ple of Morgan County.” 

  The information sparked heavy ap-

plause from the audience. 

  Long lauded commissioners for 

work they’ve done in their respective 

districts and throughout the county, 

helping municipalities. 

  “District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 

spent $400,000 resurfacing roads 

last year, and he worked with Deca-

tur Utilities to extend a water main 

to an area that did not have treated 

water,” Long said.  District 2 Com-

missioner Randy Vest partnered 

with Commissioner Clark in the re-

placement of the bridge on Kirby 

Bridge Road.” 

  In addition, Long said Clark and 

his shop crew cleared rights-of way 

and made drainage improvements on 

Red Bank Road; and Vest and his 

shop employees completed nearly 

500 work orders. They installed al-

most 2,100 feet of culvert pipe in 66 

locations, and Vest began bridge re-

placement on Vaughn Bridge Road. 

  District 3 Commissioner Don Stish-

er had a busy year, also. 

   “Along with the normal mainte-

nance duties of patching, paving and 

bush hogging, he and his crew found 

time to help the towns of Falkville 

and Eva on several projects,” Long 

said. 

  District 3  helped Falkville replace 

rusted pipes with concrete culverts 

on Culver Road and replace guard-

rails as well as paving to make the 

road safer. And ,they helped the City 

of Hartselle build a four-acre lake 

and added three-fourths of a mile to 

the city’s walking trail. 

  Long threw in an extra kudo for 

Stisher. 

  “Don, like our other commissioners, 

serves on several boards that expand 

his hours of work. The one that real-

ly stands out is his tenure as Presi-

dent of The Association of Tennessee 

Valley Governments,” Long said. 

“This board serves seven states that 

make up TVA.” 

  District 4 Commissioner Greg Aber-

crombie had a productive year as 

well. 

  “He purchased three acres that ad-

join his current shop property for 

future expansion, and he completed 

bridge replacement on Cotaco-

Florette Road. He re-paved the road 

and placed 2,600 feet of guardrail 

along the roadway,” Long said. 

  In addition, Abercrombie paved nu-

merous roads throughout the dis-

trict, and he worked with environ-

mental services on its new cleanup 

project that will include his shop. 

  “As you can see you have a great 

group of commissioners,” Long said. 

“They work really hard for you and I 

hope that you appreciate them. I 

sure do.” 

  Long’s wife, Regina, their daugh-

ters Patti, Micah and Mary, grand-

children, and his brother Hillard 

Long attended the annual event. His 

grandchildren Ellie, Tripp and 

Chance led the audience in reciting 

the Pledge of Allegiance. Pastor 

Shane Lewis of Somerville Baptist 

Church did the invocation and Brew-

er High School ROTC posted colors. 

 The Decatur-Morgan County Cham-

ber of Commerce coordinated  the 

annual event. This was Long’s sev-

enth State of the County address. 

  Long praised the Chamber. 

  “I would like to thank the Chamber 

for sponsoring this event each year,” 

he said. “John, you and your staff do 

a great job promoting Morgan Coun-

ty, and I want to thank you for your 

service and dedication to our com-

munity.” 

  Long is serving his second term as 

chairman of the County Commission.  

Continued from page 1 

 More than 100 people attended the annual State of the County breakfast coordinated by the Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of Commerce on Feb. 21st. Attending for 

the first time was Chairman Ray Long’s brother Hillard Long,  seated left. 

County 
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Cleanup 

no cost. 

  Commissioners presented an idea to En-

vironmental Services Director John How-

ell to establish the new service, which will 

include roll off dumpsters. 

  “I believe (District 3) Commissioner Don 

Stisher had the idea, and he and the com-

missioners approached me about it, and I 

came up with the plan,” Howell said. 

“We’re going to build facilities that will 

house the dumpsters. One will be here 

(environmental services building, 

Hartselle) and will house two dumpsters 

and one will be built behind the District 4 

shop (Union Hill) that will also hold two 

dumpsters.” 

  In addition, one roll off dumpster will be 

placed in District 1, Howell said. 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark said 

the location is unknown at this time. 

  “We’re trying to find a suitable place to 

put it in an outlying area of the district,” 

Clark said. 

  Residents will be able to take discarded 

items such as appliances, furniture and 

other castaways to a location near them.  

Acceptable and unacceptable items will be 

the same as during annual cleanup weeks. 

  Although scheduling for days of the ser-

vice is incomplete, Howell said residents 

will be able to go to the facility at environ-

mental services two or three days a week, 

and to District 4 Commissioner  Greg 

Abercrombie’s shop once a week. 

Chairman Ray Long said he believes the 

new service will be extremely useful for 

residents. 

  “I believe it will really help people be-

cause it won’t be two weeks it will be 52 

weeks for them to get rid of things they no 

longer need,” Long said. “They won’t have 

to wait for a special day or week to do so. 

It will also help keep our roadsides clean 

of litter that’s frequently dumped. We are 

proud to be able to offer this valuable ser-

vice.” 

  While the service is free to residents the 

county will have to pay for depositing the 

discarded items into the landfill. 

  Howell has a plan that he says will offset 

the costs. 

  “As the program levels out we will be 

able to rent a few of the roll off dumpsters 

to companies for construction sites and to 

people who are renovating homes,” Howell 

said. “We’ve had calls from industrial sites 

inquiring about dumpster rentals and the 

program hasn’t even started. This will 

Continued from page 1 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  The new Morgan County Jail annex is ready for 

occupants, and officials were to start moving in-

mates into the facility by March 1st. 

  A ribbon cutting was held Feb. 16th in front of 

the new structure. A tour of the $11 million facili-

ty followed. Chairman Ray Long led the event. 

  Built on the same style of the main jail that 

opened in 2007, the annex will house up to 450 

inmates of minimum security. The City of Deca-

tur has 120 beds designated for its inmates. Once 

total transition is complete, officials will close the 

city jail. 

  Four years ago during negotiations the city 

agreed to pay the County Commission $100,000 

per month for housing city inmates and to help 

with operational costs. Decatur officials paid the 

county $1 million when construction began, and 

another $1 million was due after the city’s build-

ing department issued a certificate of occupancy 

on Feb. 15th. 

  Sheriff Ana Franklin said at the ribbon cutting 

ceremony that her department moved seven fe-

male city inmates to the main county jail three 

months earlier. Franklin says she plans to move 

the rest of  the inmates from the city jail on 

March 1st. 

  Mayor Tab Bowling said at the ceremony that he 

believes closing the jail will make City Hall safer. 

  Long praised GBW Architects and Lee Builders 

for  jobs well done, noting that the design blends 

New jail annex complete, will open soon 

Please see Annex, page 6 

really help with the cost of the 

cleanup program.” 

   He doesn’t have an exact date 

for the cleanup program to 

begin, but anticipates starting 

it in March. 

  “This will eliminate a lot of 

illegal dumping,” Howell said.  

It will help beautify our county 

and make it more attractive.”  

Facility blends with other downtown structures 

  This roll off dumpster will be one of several made available to county 

residents to dispose  unwanted items  throughout the year. The service 

replaces annual cleanup weeks the county has held  during spring and 

fall. 
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Help the children, please! 
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Circuit Clerk Chris Priest using technology  

to issue warrants for police on weekends 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Morgan County Circuit Clerk Chris 

Priest is using technology to accom-

modate law enforcement officers seek-

ing warrants during weekends. 

  When officers in municipalities and 

deputies from the sheriff’s department 

need to give sworn information for an 

arrest warrant during the weekend, 

they communicate with a staff mem-

ber from Priest’s office via Skype or 

Face Time to do so. 

    “We started Dec. 1. We have 10 

magistrates on call, including myself 

and Deputy Clerk Janell Conner, to 

assist officers with this,” Priest said. 

“If something happens over the week-

end they can get to a magistrate right 

away.” 

  Priest said he and Conner are avail-

able in the event officers are unable to 

reach one of the other staff members. 

  “We do it for the sheriff’s office and 

municipalities,” Priest explained. “We 

do felonies and misdemeanors for the 

county, and we do felonies only for 

cities because they handle their own 

misdemeanors.” 

  Warrants are issued and filed elec-

tronically. 

  “This is something the officers want-

ed, and after our system became more 

electronic based we were able to do 

that,” Priest said. “I believe the offic-

ers appreciate us being available for 

them. It’s important that they have 

this capability.” 

Annex 

with other downtown structures, and is hardly 

recognizable as a jail. 

  “They did a great job,” Long said.  

  The County Commission approved hiring 23 cor-

rections officers to operate the annex, which will 

roughly cost $920,000, and Long said the money 

will come from the $1.2 million Decatur will pay 

to the county annually. 

   The annex will bring the total jail capacity to 

950. 

Continued from page 4 

  Morgan County and city officials participate in ceremonial ribbon cutting to mark completion of the new county jail annex.( More photos on page 15) 

  Circuit Clerk Chris Priest illustrates  a Face Time  swearing session with an employee. 
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About 

The Voice of 

Morgan County 

Morgan County Commission 

  The Voice of Morgan County is published 

quarterly and mailed to 46,000 homes. It is a 

product of the County Commission and no 

portion of it may be re-produced. This is the 

second  edition of the fifth volume. 

  The publication is produced solely by Com-

munications/Community Relations Director 

Sheryl Marsh.  

   

  Please be sure to  view community videos on 

our website by going to www.co.morgan.al.us  

There, click on county departments, then se-

lect Communications/Community Relations 

and click on multimedia. 

 

 

Rx cards still available 

  The Morgan County Commission still has  free Rx  discount cards for county 

residents. Collectively, the cards have resulted in more than $200,000 in sav-

ings for people who have used them. 

To get your card please go to our website: www.co.morgan.al.us and click on 

Coast to Coast to request one. We will mail it to you. There are no eligibility 

requirements. 

@MorganCoComm 

Gas tax needed for local infrastructure 
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  A 3-cent gasoline tax would benefit Morgan 

County and show residents how the money would 

be spent exclusively on roads and bridges. 

  The County Commission supports the miniscule 

tax increase that would yield $24 million for local 

infrastructure.  

  “It won’t cost people that much, but it will bring 

a huge benefit to the county,”  Chairman Ray 

Long said. “The commission is not asking for the 

gas tax, but we are supporting it because we need 

it in order to give the people the type of infra-

structure they deserve. We need people to contact 

their local legislators and let them know they 

support the tax. There hasn’t been a gas tax in-

crease since 1992, and it was five cents then.” 

  A bill for the gas tax is expected to be introduced 

in the legislature during the current session. 

  Long said there are numerous benefits for Mor-

gan County if the bill passes. 

 “A lot of people don’t support a gasoline tax in-

crease because they want to know where the 

money is going,” Long said. “We got a bill passed 

last year that mandates that the money be spent 

on roads and bridges. It cannot be used for any-

thing else. Federal money is the main source for 

funding roads and bridges, but roads have to 

qualify, and some don’t, and that’s why we have 

some old, unpaved roads in the county. This mon-

ey will have no restrictions on which roads can be 

paved, therefore the old gravel roads, and chip 

sealed roads can be paved with this money.” 

  The gas tax would create Alabama Transporta-

tion and Rehabilitation II (ATRIP). Reportedly, 

money from the increase would fund a $1.2 billion 

bond issue, and have a major impact statewide. 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest agrees that 

the gas tax would be good for Morgan County. 

  “We passed a resolution in support of the bill, 

and the increase is definitely needed,” Vest said. 

“The past average cost used to be about $22,000 

for paving a mile of road and now it’s about 

$80,000. Our costs continue to rise and new  

streams of money continue to dwindle. If people 

would research the bill’s contents they would be 

aware of where the money is going, and they 

would see that the money is specifically for roads 

and bridges. What’s really huge is that roads, 

which generally wouldn’t qualify for federal fund-

ing, would be paved with the ATRIP II money 

because there are no requirements for certain 

roads. Reading the bill would certainly answer all 

negatives that the public might have.” 

ATRIP II 
Breakdown of division of $24 million between county, municipalities 

Morgan County: $19,200,000  
Decatur:  $3,461,760 
Hartselle: 886,080 
Priceville: 165,120 
Trinity: $130,000 
Falkville: $79,680 
Somerville: $45,120 
Eva: $32,160 
*Distributions are based on population 

SOURCE: Morgan County Engineer Greg Bodley 

Gas tax 

Calculations 
 
Proposed fuel tax increase: 3 cents per gallon 
Average mileage per driver each year: 13,500 
Average vehicle mileage per gallon: 22.5 miles 
Gas used per driver each year: 600 gallons 
Increased cost to each driver per year: $18 
 
 
SOURCE: Morgan County Engineer Greg Bodley 

 

United on gas tax 

The Association of County Commissions of Alabama, 

which promotes unity among the state’s 67 counties, 

has held forums  in support of the gasoline tax.   
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Commissioners’ Report 
 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  Building a new senior citizens cen-

ter at Lacey’s Spring was a huge 

benefit to Morgan County and resi-

dents who reside in District 4. 

  The center, which opened in Decem-

ber, drew new people for the daily 

nutrition program, and it enabled 

the Commission on Aging to close an 

older center in the district and com-

bine its participants with those at 

the new center. 

  “The number of participants at the 

Florette Center had dwindled, and 

they asked if they could move to the 

Lacey’s Spring center,” said Commis-

sion on Aging Director Debra Gard-

ner. Since opening, the new center 

has grown, averaging about 25 peo-

ple a day and sometimes there are 40 

people on Wednesday. In the past 

there were about eight or 10 people 

attending the Florette center.” 

  Located at 10139 Alabama 36 East, 

the center is a smaller design of the 

Union Hill Senior Center that was 

built about two years ago. It has the 

huge porch that will have rocking 

chairs, and all rooms are designed 

for various activities including din-

ing. Ready-to-eat meals brought to 

the center are prepared in the kitch-

en for serving, and the seniors eat in 

a dining area. The facility has a safe 

room, also. 

  “The community has been very sup-

portive of the center,” Gardener said. 

Seniors in District 4 settled into new center 

New  gathering place 

Please see Center, page 9 

  Morgan County officials held a ribbon cutting ceremony on Dec. 12 at the new Lacey’s Spring Senior Citizen Center.  Residents from the community surrounded officials 

for the  ceremony. Front, from left, Chairman Ray Long, District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie, Commission on Aging Director Debra Gardener, Dean Couch, center 

manager, State Sen. Arthur Orr, District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest and District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark. 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  From clearing rights-of-way to resur-

facing roads and building bridges, 

county commissioners’ work for resi-

dents is ongoing. 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 

and his shop employees have complet-

ed several major projects. 

  “We finished resurfacing Old Moulton 

Road and we’ve almost completed the 

shoulder work on the road,” Clark 

said. “We partnered with Decatur Util-

ities to put a water main line exten-

sion in on Marsha Avenue, and we are 

half finished with tree trimming for 

the winter. We should be through in 

time to get started with grass cutting.” 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest 

has several projects underway, includ-

ing replacement of the bridge on 

Vaughn Bridge Road. 

  “We’ve been preparing the site for the 

new Oak Ridge VFD. The area for the 

pad is about ready for the contractor to 

pour the slab,” Vest explained. “I be-

lieve the building is supposed to arrive 

by April 1st. The Neel VFD was dam-

aged during the Nov. 29th tornado, and 

we will prep the site for them to build 

a new facility.” 

  In addition, Vest and his employees 

are working on projects  with Danville 

and Sparkman schools, and the Town 
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Commissioners’ Report 
 

 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Televised  County Commission 

meetings 

 You  may watch County Commission 

meetings  on Saturday on WYAM TV 51  in 

the 8 a.m.  time  slot. The commission 

meeting airs immediately after the Deca-

tur City Council meeting.  The commission 

meets the second and fourth Tuesday of 

each month. Videographer Derrick Shull 

covers the meetings for the TV station. 

“They have planned and will host their 

first pancake breakfast, for March 25th 

at the center. We are looking forward to 

that. They will use the proceeds to fund 

center activities.” 

  The breakfast will begin at 8 a.m. and 

last until 11 a.m. 

  Children two and under will eat free. 

Continued from page 8 

Center 

By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  From clearing rights-of-way to resur-

facing roads and building bridges, 

county commissioners’ work for resi-

dents is ongoing. 

  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 

and his shop employees have complet-

ed several major projects. 

  “We finished resurfacing Old Moulton 

Road and we’ve almost completed the 

shoulder work on the road,” Clark 

said. “We partnered with Decatur Util-

ities to put a water main line exten-

sion in on Marsha Avenue, and we are 

half finished with tree trimming for 

the winter. We should be through in 

time to get started with grass cutting.” 

  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest 

has several projects underway, includ-

ing replacement of the bridge on 

Vaughn Bridge Road. 

  “We’ve been preparing the site for the 

new Oak Ridge VFD. The area for the 

pad is about ready for the contractor to 

pour the slab,” Vest explained. “I be-

lieve the building is supposed to arrive 

by April 1st. The Neel VFD was dam-

aged during the Nov. 29th tornado, and 

we will prep the site for them to build 

a new facility.” 

  In addition, Vest and his employees 

are working on projects  with Danville 

and Sparkman schools, and the Town 

Commissioners finish projects, begin others 

of Somerville for construction of a 

farmer’s market. They will do prep 

work for the market site. 

 Vest’s district got a head start on 

paving three roads due to nice 

weather. 

  They are rebuilding Goose Pond 

and McCleskey roads, and Vest 

plans  to  resurface eight other 

roads. 

  “We have worked with our Parks 

and Recreation and Commission on 

Aging departments to build addi-

tional parking with striping and 

fencing to enhance the operations 

and aesthetics of the facility. This 

should be completed this month.” 

 District 3 Commissioner Don Stish-

er is busy juggling various projects 

throughout the county. 

  A major accomplishment was a 

project on Culver Road in Falkville. 

  “We were proud to complete an im-

portant, long overdue project on Cul-

ver Road, which leads to South Park 

where a series of very stressed gal-

vanized pipes were removed and a 

new adequate concrete culvert was 

constructed.” 

  While working and overseeing dis-

trict projects Stisher managed to 

serve residents on the Convention 

and Visitors Bureau helping to cre-

ate events for Morgan County to 

enhance tourism. Additionally, he 

represents the county on other 

boards and committees locally, 

statewide and regionally. 

  District 4 Commissioner Greg 

Abercrombie has several paving pro-

jects underway. Replacement of the 

bridge on Cotaco-Florette Road is 

finished, and guardrails were in-

stalled. The road has been re-paved 

as well. Recently, Abercrombie pur-

chased three acres that adjoin his 

county shop for expansion in the 

future. 

  “Our job is to work for the resi-

dents of Morgan County, and every-

thing we do is with them in mind,” 

Abercrombie said. “We’re always 

thinking of ways to improve the 

county.”  

District 2 foreman retires 

  After 26  1/2 years Randy McAbee re-

tired from  Morgan County as foreman of 

District 2. He began  his employment 

with the county in  the engineering de-

partment , and  from there he became a 

mechanic for District 2.  Later, Commis-

sioner Randy Vest appointed him fore-

man of the  district shop .  A party was 

held for  MaCabee at the  shop, and he is 

shown in the photo, left, cutting the cake. 

Thank you for your service to Morgan 

County and  may you richly enjoy! 



10—The  Voice of Morgan County March 2017 

Anderson 

 

  “It was difficult because of budget cuts, 

increased caseloads and increased trial 

settings, but we managed that and we 

will continue to manage it,” Anderson 

said. “What I find most interesting about 

the DA’s job is our primary goal to search 

for the truth. The prosecutor and jurors 

are the only ones charged with that task, 

so that means dismissing cases if the facts 

indicate that a defendant is innocent. Al-

so, it means being more stern than the 

courts, the defense bar and maybe some-

times the public, in cases where we know 

the defendant is guilty. Sometimes that 

results in making unpopular decisions, 

but that’s part of the job.” 

   

  During his swearing-in ceremony Ander-

son gave accolades to local law enforce-

ment officers for an excellent working re-

lationship he has with them. He also 

praised others in the judiciary. 

   

 He gave special thanks to members of his 

staff, whom he said are professional, and 

willing to implement changes as they’re 

bounced their way. 

  Anderson works long hours at the office 

and at home, and he thanked his family 

for their patience and help. 

   

 “I couldn’t do this job without my family 

and their support,” he said. “My wife Cin-

dy takes care of our home and our chil-

dren, and she does that many days when 

I’m preparing for a court case, working at 

the office, or visiting a crime scene. Like-

wise, my children Evan, Charlee and Jabe 

have handled their daddy’s job with a lot 

of understanding, even though they had 

sporting events and special occasions that 

they knew I couldn’t attend.” 

    

 Anderson also praised his parents Morris 

and JoAnn for being there to help his wife 

when he couldn’t be there for her. 

    

 Asked if he planned to expand his office 

operations or programs, Anderson re-

sponded: “You never say never and we’ll 

just see what the future holds.” 

Continued from page 1 

  Top, Anderson’s family; center, the crowd, that attended the swearing-in,  including judges and law enforcement offic-

ers; Bottom left, Attorney Greg Reeves and Anderson’s mother JoAnn chat; right, Chairman Ray Long, left, and District 2 

Commissioner Randy Vest, right, congratulate Anderson.  
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Certain criteria must be met for businesses,  

residents to seek funding for storm damage  
By Sheryl Marsh 

Communications Director 

  After a disastrous weather event Mor-

gan County Emergency Management 

Agency officials place full focus on get-

ting help for residents and businesses 

adversely affected by storms. 

  Requirements and processes must be 

followed to acquire funding, and in some 

situations money is not available. 

  “There’s a lot involved in getting money 

from agencies that help during times of 

disaster,” Hicks said. “The damage must 

exceed $400,000 locally. The other re-

quirement is that the total damage 

statewide must reach over $6 million, 

and that’s for damage to public facilities, 

and overtime for government employ-

ees.” 

 “For local assistance what we would be 

looking at is 25 or more homes or busi-

nesses that have greater than 40% unin-

sured damage or damage that insurance 

might not cover,” Hicks said.  

  If damage meets the criteria, Hicks said 

residents and businesses might qualify 

for low-interest rate loans from the 

Small Business Administration. 

  “There are two categories, public assis-

tance and individual assistance,” Hicks 

explained. “Public assistance involves 

damage to government buildings such as 

schools, courthouses, parks, bridges and 

roads. It would include the removal of 

debris such as trees and materials from 

damaged structures.” 

  The state must sustain $6.76 million 

worth of damage while the county has to 

sustain $429,590 in damages.  Damage 

from the tornado that struck Neel in No-

vember  was well below $50,000. 

  “There were about 25 residences and 

businesses affected by the Neel storm, 

but not enough qualifying damage to be 

eligible for assistance,” Hicks said. 

  While residents couldn’t receive finan-

cial assistance, Hicks arranged to get 

them help with necessities through other 

organizations. 

  “Since public assistance and individual 

assistance were not options, Morgan 

EMA engaged several organizations to 

gauge the needs of the affected people to 

attempt to match needs with resources,” 

Hicks said. “The American Red Cross 

and a Methodist Disaster Team were 

deployed to perform a needs assessment 

to be able to offer assistance.” 

  In situations where presidential decla-

rations are made for disasters, and the 

damage is great enough, the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency may 

offer grants. 

  In addition, SBA low interest loans, 

food assistance, and help with compensa-

tion for unemployment may also be of-

fered. 

  “If the funding is there, and our county 

meets standards to qualify, we will help 

  Above, right, a building that was demolished by the tornado that struck the Neel community in November.  Below,  

District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest (center) talks with  officials at the site of an affected area. 

residents seek financial assis-

tance,” Hicks said. “Morgan 

County EMA has always made 

this a top priority.” 
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Commission chairman, wife attend  Trump’s inauguration 
 

  County Commission Chairman 

Ray Long and his wife Regina 

were among thousands who at-

tended the inauguration of Presi-

dent Donald Trump on Jan 20th. 

  “The events were fantastic,” 

said Long. “We were in close 

proximity of everything, the 

swearing-in and the parade. We 

were right across from the facili-

ty that they were in to view the 

parade. The crowd was as far as 

you could see. We thoroughly en-

joyed everything.” 

  This was the first time the cou-

ple attended a presidential inau-

guration. 

 The above photos were captured at Trump’s  inaugural activities on Jan. 20th. Right, bottom, Long and his wife Regina stand across from the facility  where Trump, his 

family and others were housed to view the parade. 
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Scottsboro Boys trial chairs donated 

  The Morgan County Judicial System donated three chairs for the 

Scottsboro Boys exhibit at Archives on Bank Street. The chairs were 

used during the  trial of  the  young African  American males who were 

falsely accused of sex crimes  in the 1930s. From left, Archivist John 

Allison,  district judges Charles Langham, Shelly Waters, Brent Craig, 

and County Commission Chairman Ray Long. 
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Chairman Ray Long 

addresses Chamber  

leadership class 
  Chairman Ray Long is always ready and willing to 

talk about  his role as a leader in Morgan County, 

so he was asked to do so recently by  officials of  

Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of Commerce.  

   Long  gave a speech  to the Chamber’s Excel-

lence in Leadership Class  on Feb. 7th., shown in 

right photo. 

   The group comprises local business leaders . 

  The event was held at the Chamber of Commerce 

building.  
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A peek at the new jail annex 

  Left, County Commission Chairman Ray Long presents keys to  the annex to Sheriff Ana Franklin. Center, two corrections officers test communications equipment in the 

control room.  Right, from left, Decatur Police Chief Nate Allen, Long, Chief Deputy Mike Corley and District 4 Commissioner Greg Abercrombie toured the jail. 
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Support local businesses 

Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 
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