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No cross-over voting in 

March 31st party runoffs 

Primary runoff 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communication Director 
  Election officials are prepar-
ing for primary runoff elec-
tions on March 31, and voters 
should know that there will be 
no cross-over voting as man-
dated by state law.  If  there are 
runoffs and you voted in the 
Republican Primary March 3rd 
and plan to return to the polls 
for the runoff you must vote  
the Republican ballot. 

  “You can only vote in the par-
ty runoff that you voted in dur-
ing the primary,” said Circuit 
Clerk Chris Priest.  It applies to 
both poll and absentee voting.” 
  Poll workers have information 
on electronic poll books as to 
party voting. 
 “The electronic books will not 
allow poll workers to issue a 
ballot to a voter who voted in 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 County Commission Chair-
man Ray Long told of indus-
trial growth providing job op-
portunities, and he expounded 
upon the county’s financial 
stability during his State of the 
County address in February. 

  Long’s speech was given dur-
ing an annual breakfast hosted 
by the Decatur-Morgan Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce at 

Double-
tree by 
Hilton. 

  “When 
I took 
office in 
Novem-
ber 2010 
Morgan 
County 
was 
strapped financially. On paper 
we had around $300,000 in 

Chairman  delivers 

informative address 

Officials   hope  

campaign will 

boost  2020 

census  count 

  By Sheryl Marsh 
  Communications Director 
  Ignoring the 2020 census could 
cost the state billions of dollars 
and Morgan County stands to lose 
millions as well as a congressional 
seat. 
  So, when you receive an invita-
tion to respond to the census from 
the U.S. Census Bureau, officials 
encourage you to participate. 
  To further express the im-

  Chairman Ray Long  stands before the table that seats his 

family, including wife Regina,  daughters , son-in-law and 

grandchildren at  the State of the County breakfast on  

Feb. 20th.   

Please see Census count, page  9 

Please see Runoff, page 9 

State of the County 

the general fund reserve, 
but that wasn’t even real,” 
Long said. “The budget 
that was passed right be-
fore I came into office had 
so many unrealistic line 
items in it. It was a rough 
year.” 
  He said cuts had to be 
made and department 
heads and elected officials 
worked with tightened 
budgets that later resulted 
in rebuilding county cof-
fers.  
  “It is because of the dedi-
cation of the department 
heads, employees and 
elected officials all work-
ing together that I can 
stand here today and say 
that Morgan County is in 
the best financial shape, in 
at least the past 22 years. 
We have $5.8 million in 

our general fund reserve.” 
  Long said there are many 
employment opportunities 
for local residents. 
  “Jobs are easy to find 
now. We have had several 
major expansions in Mor-
gan County,” he said. 
“We’ve also seen several 
major announcements just 
across the river in Hunts-
ville. Mazda/Toyota plans 
to hire 4,000 workers; and 
their tier one suppliers 
plan to hire a few more 
thousand workers. When 
you add all the new jobs 
together you can see that 
North Alabama is boom-
ing.” 
  Long said commissioners 
are taking proactive 
measures to compete with 

Please see County, Page 2 

 Chairman Long 
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higher paying job markets. 
“This year, our commission is trying 
to get ahead of the game. We know 
that we have a lot of good workers 
that will be leaving to join one of 
these other workforces if we don’t 
step up to the plate.  During this past 
budget that started in October, we 
gave more raises and pay adjust-
ments than any time since I have 
been on the commission. Your com-
missioners know that if we are going 
to keep our workers, we are going to 
have to find a way to pay them bet-
ter. We hope we can make more pay 
adjustments next year.” 
  In addition, he shared in-depth 
information about the state’s Simpli-
fied Sellers Use Tax (SSUT) from its 
passage to distribution. 
  “Now, a lot of people don’t really 
know what the SSUT is. The Associa-
tion of County Commissions of Ala-
bama wrote a bill and got it spon-
sored in the state Legislature to al-
low online companies to voluntarily 
pay eight cents tax,” Long explained.  
“The tax was split with four cents 
going to the state. Out of the four 
cents one cent went to the Education 
Trust fund. The other four cents was 
split with two cents each going to 
cities and counties. This bill was cir-
culated throughout all the agencies 
that have lobbyists in Montgomery. 
Everyone said this was a crazy bill. 
They all said ‘who is going to volun-
tarily pay a tax’? So, the bill passed 
and every one of our local legislators 
voted for the bill. It passed 31-0 in 
the Alabama Senate.” 
  He said after the initial passage in 
2015 the bill was amended about 
four times. 
 “Each time it was amended, no 
Morgan County legislator voted 
against it,” he said. “Where I come 
from, if you don’t vote against it, you 
must be for it.” 
  Long gave yearly totals the county 
received from the sales tax. 
  The first year (2016) the amount 
was $11,069.42; in 2017 it soared to 
$330,208.75 and in 2018 the 
amount had reached $537,138.88, 
and “People started looking,” he  

 
said. The folks in Montgom-
ery that get paid to represent 
all these other groups noticed 
that the County Commission 
SSUT bill wasn’t just a joke. 
It was working, so now they 
all wanted a part of it.” 
  “The bill was changed, start-
ing in 2019. The counties 
gave up a portion of our 
funds to the cities. Our half of 
the tax was split to where the 
cities get 60% and counties 
get 40%,” Long explained. 
“The bill clearly said these 
funds go to the commissions’ 
general funds. Every one of 
Morgan County’s legislators 
voted for the bill.” 
  Last year Morgan County 
received more than 
$900,000 from the online 
sales tax, Long said. 
  He told the crowd that the 
amount was not an indication 
that sales tax from physical 
stores in the area had de-
creased. 

  “Just the opposite is true,” 
he said. “Sales tax from brick 
and mortar stores rose 6.6% 
from 2018 to 2019. Our local 
stores are continuing to grow 
their sales as online sales 
rise. Nobody has seen a de-
crease in sales tax funds.” 
  Long shared how the county 
spends the proceeds from the 
online tax. “Sheriff’s deputies 
and corrections officers got 
substantial pay raises, and so 
did employees in the revenue 
and license offices as well as 
other offices,” he said. 
   In addition, he said the 
county provides funding for 
all libraries throughout the 
county and many agencies 
including Downtown Re-
development Association, 
volunteer fire departments, 
Morgan County Economic 
Development Association, 
Decatur and Hartselle cham-
bers of commerce, Decatur-
Morgan County Tourism, and 
events including Spirit of 
America and Alabama Jubi-
lee. 
  “I could go on, but I think 
you get the point. We spend 
your money wisely,” Long 
said. “Just remember that 

not one of our local legisla-
tors has voted against the 
SSUT money going to the 
County Commission general 
fund. We use this money just 
like the other 66 counties in 
the state do. We use it to op-
erate county government.” 
  A local bill introduced last 
year by Sen. Arthur Orr and 
passed in the state Legisla-
ture mandates that all but 5% 
of Morgan County’s SSUT 
funds go to the county’s three 
school systems, with a small 
portion designated for  
volunteer  fire departments.  
The commission’s 5% would 
be for administrative costs. 
  The local legislation is ex-
clusive to Morgan County 
and no other local bills have 
been introduced for other 
counties to re-direct SSUT 
proceeds to schools. The rest 
of the counties follow the 
state law which directs the 
money to the general fund in 
each county.   Morgan Coun-
ty’s portion from the online 
sales tax is in an escrow ac-
count pending a Montgomery 
judge’s ruling in a lawsuit 
filed by Hartselle City 
Schools and the Alabama 

Education Association. Mor-
gan County and Decatur 
school systems are litigants, 
also.  Filing the lawsuit re-
sulted in the court ordering 
the commission to forward 
SSUT funds to the escrow 
account until settlement of 
the case, and that prohibited 
distribution to the school sys-
tems, Long said. 
  In conclusion, Long gave an 
update on downtown park-
ing.  “I want to mention 
something I talked about last 
year. The need for a parking 
garage in downtown Decatur 
has been mentioned for sev-
eral years. The commission 
partnered with the City of 
Decatur on a parking study. 
We will get the results back 
in June,” Long said. In the 
meantime we have met with 
several developers about do-
ing more than just a parking 
deck. We would love to have 
apartments and retail across 
from the courthouse.” 
  The chairman said a few 
weeks ago he and others met 
with a developer who is inter-
ested. “We haven’t forgotten. 
We are still researching our 
options.” 

“Sales tax from brick 

and mortar stores  rose 

6.6% from 2018 to 

2019.”—Ray Long 

Continued from page 1 

  U.S. Congressman Mo Brooks with  Chairman Ray 

Long after  the State of the County breakfast.   

(Please see more photos on page 13) 

The real facts 
 
*Morgan County commissioners have never broken any law 
regarding the distribution of funds from the Simplified Sellers 
Use Tax (SSUT) or any other laws that govern county, state or 
federal funding.  
 
 *The first payment to schools under the local bill would have 
been due by Oct. 31st. However, Hartselle, Morgan County and 
Decatur school systems and AEA filed a lawsuit against the 
commission, which resulted in a court-ordered freeze on pay-
ments to the school systems.  A   judge ordered the commission 
to direct all SSUT funds to an escrow account until settlement 
of the case, which is pending in a Montgomery court. 
 
 *The statewide bill directs 40 percent of SSUT money to each 
county’s general fund. The local bill was passed to change that 
in Morgan County, re-directing the majority of the tax money 
to school systems, a small percentage to volunteer fire depart-
ments and only 5% to Morgan County for administrative costs. 
The other 66 counties get to use the money to fund county op-
erations.  Cities, including Decatur, get 60% of the online tax. 
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By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
 The county’s maintenance staff has 
given a totally new look to Emergen-
cy Management Agency facilities lo-
cated in the basement of the court-
house. 
  The three-phase project began with 
administrative offices of the sprawl-
ing 11,000 square-ft. area that con-
sumes half of the basement. 
   “We remodeled the administrative 
offices that have had the same furni-
ture since the courthouse was built 
and occupied in 1975,” said EMA Di-
rector Eddie Hicks. The furniture 
was so old we had to keep it held to-
gether with tape.” 
  Led by Maintenance Director 
Wayne Lindley, employees removed 
and replaced old carpet and painted 
in the front offices and the auditori-
um. 
  Furniture was purchased for Hicks’ 
and Radiological Emergency Prepar-
edness Planner DeDe Hayes’ offices. 
After  employees completed the front 
offices, they started working on the 
auditorium, which is the second 
phase of the project. 
  In addition to removing old carpet, 
the men replaced old paneling with 
drywall and painted the wall  a uni-
form, neutral color that’s the same 
throughout the courthouse. 
  The auditorium floor will have wir-
ing installed for technology accessi-
bility before new carpet is installed. 
The stage that was in the auditorium 
was removed, which added space. 
  Phase three will entail remodeling 
of the Emergency Operation Center 
located behind the front offices. The 
room is used to coordinate response 
during emergencies or disasters. 
  “It’s cramped in there now, all we 
have room for is 21 positions,” Hicks 
explained. It will be remodeled to 
hold 40. We’ll also replace the cur-
rent floor with a raised floor with 
accessibility underneath for technol-
ogy.”  The third phase will include 
purchasing new equipment, also. 
  “The current technology is nearing 

Robby Cantrell, who worked 
as transportation planner for 
North-central Alabama Re-
gional Council of Govern-
ments, has been named exec-
utive director of the agency. 
  NARCOG Board of Direc-

tors chose him to replace 
Jeffrey Pruitt, who held the 
position for seven years. 
  Pruitt retired after an ex-
tensive career in community 
planning, economic develop-
ment and in other areas of 

public service. 
  A graduate of Jacksonville 
State University, Cantrell’s 
career began as a Geographic 
Information Systems analyst 
for East Alabama Regional 
Planning and Development 

Commission.  He joined the 
NARCOG staff in 2012 as 
transportation planner; and 
in 2016 when the agency 
formed the Regional Transit 

makeover 

Maintenance  employees  renovate  county’s EMA  facilities 

its end and we are going to 
replace it,” said Hicks. “The 
projector screen and other 
monitors will be replaced 

with updated monitors in 
EOC and the auditorium,” 
Hicks said. 
 He anticipates the work be-

ing finished around May 1st. 
Hicks said materials cost 
about $100,000 and were 
paid for from a reserve fund 

for his department that was 
earmarked for the upgrades. 
  The basement  is a storm 
shelter for residents, also. 

  Left,  Randall Barnett  kneeling to install a wall panel while James Morgan can be seen in a  mirror 

working in another area. Right, top, Maintenance  Director Wayne Lindley painting in the EMA  au-

ditorium; and  bottom right, EMA Director Eddie Hicks working in his newly remodeled office. 

Board taps Cantrell for NARCOG executive director  

Please see Cantrell, page 4 
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New Rx card 

Free card helps residents save  

on prescriptions and more 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  The free Coast to Coast Rx card 
that the county offers to its resi-
dents has been upgraded with 
prescription savings up to 80 
percent. 
  Three cards are combined for 
pharmacies and other needs such 
as dental and vision care. 
  Although it’s not spelled out, 
provision for discounted services 
for dental, vision, hearing, dia-
betic equipment/supplies, labor-
atory/imaging services are avail-
able. Those benefits as well as 
veterinary service were listed on 
the first card, but not on the new 
one. However, they are still avail-

able, according to Coast to 
Coast Representative Jen-
nifer Livingston. 

  The services may be ac-
cessed through the toll-free 

  This is  the back of the Coast to  Coast  card   at the bottom of 

the stack of cards.   The phone number and  website address   are 

for  recipients to  obtain  information about other services  in-

cluding dental and vision. 

Long re-appointed to  

state organizations 

 County Commission 
Chairman Ray Long has 
been re-appointed to 
serve terms on two state 
entities by Gov. Kay 
Ivey and Treasurer John 
McMillian. 
  Ivey re-appointed Long 
to a six-year term on the 
Alabama Housing Fi-
nance Authority where 
he represents the Fifth 
Congressional District 
in his position of com-
mission chairman. 
  “As one of my appoin-
tees you will be making 
important decisions 
that directly affect the 
citizens of Alabama,” 
Ivey wrote in the ap-
pointment letter. “I 
have made honesty and 
integrity a priority in 

my administration and I 
know that you will em-
body these two virtues 
while serving the people 
of Alabama. Please plan 
to attend all meetings 
within reason, be a good 
steward of the taxpay-
ers’ money and work in 
your position to instill 
trust in state govern-
ment.  I appreciate you 
serving in this capacity 
and I am confident you 
will render valuable ser-
vice to the citizens of 
Alabama.”  His term will 
expire in 2026. 
  McMillian re-
appointed Long to the 
County/Municipal Gov-
ernment Improvement 
Trust fund Committee 
to represent the Associ-

ation of County 
Commissions of Al-
abama. 
  “It’s truly an honor 
to serve on both of 
these organizations 
which serve our citi-
zens all over the 

state. I appreciate 
the officials choos-
ing me to serve a 
second term on both 
of them,” Long said.  
His term on the 
committee will ex-
pire in 2023. 

Chairman Ray Long and Gov. Kay Ivey 

Cantrell 

Agency, it was placed under 
Cantrell’s leadership. 
  “I have been blessed to 
have an extraordinary op-
portunity to find ways to 
improve the lives of people 
who have barriers to daily 
transportation,” Cantrell 
said in a news release.  I am 
truly honored to have this 
new opportunity to lead the 
entire NARCOG team into 
the future. 
  NARCOG provides services 
for Morgan, Cullman and 
Lawrence counties. 

Continued from page 3 

NARCOG Medicare   

seminar is April 8th 

  If you’re turning 65 this year, 
you might want to attend a 
seminar on Medicare. 
The State Health Insurance 
Program (SHIP) and the Social 
Security Administration will 
present information regarding 
Medicare at North-central Ala-
bama Regional Council of Gov-
ernments on April 8th. The fa-
cility is located at 216 Jackson 
Street S.E. 
  Experts from SHIP and SSA 
will be available to answer any 
questions you may have. 
The free seminar will begin at 9 
a.m. Reservations are not re-
quired but if you would like to 
make one, please feel free to do 
so by calling, 256-355-4515. 

Please see RX Card, page  15 
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 Clark Vest Stisher Abercrombie 

Commissioners’ Report 

 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  Despite weeks of lingering rain, dis-
trict shop crews are managing to keep 
up with routine maintenance. 
“We’ve been trimming trees and cut-
ting back rights-of-way,” this winter, 
said District 1 Commissioner Jeff 
Clark. “We’ve spent most of the win-
ter chasing high water signs around 
due to all the rain we’ve had which 
caused flooding issues. We haven’t 
had any permanent damage to roads, 
which is a good thing. We had 
downed trees but we took care them. 
Currently, we’re getting mowers and 
tractors ready for the spring.” 
  “We’re hoping for dryer weather in 
the spring so we can get our project 
on Hudson and Old Moulton roads 
started,” Clark added. 
  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest 
had his share of damage from flood-
ing. 
  “We’re busy replacing cross pipes 
damaged by flooding or failing due to 
material life span,” Vest said. “The 
contractor has finally begun paving 
on Iron Man Road. We had base fail-
ures repaired and cross pipes re-
placed for them to start since the end 
of October, but due to weather and 
mechanical failures the contractor 
had not been able to get to it. This is 
the first of our Rebuild Alabama pro-
jects, and I believe the people will be 
glad to see it.” 
   Projects are planned. 
  “We have prep work to do on other 
roads and a cul-de-sac to build  on 
one ,” Vest said. “Site prep will be 
starting soon for new county build-
ings next door. We still have two on-
going projects to finish with Danville-
Neel Elementary and Danville High 
schools.” 
  District 3 Commissioner Don Stisher 
said his shop employees have been 
busy, dealing with the aftermath of 
flooding. 

  “Our time has been con-
sumed with putting out high 
water signage, patching pot 
holes, cleaning drainage cul-
verts of debris from flooding, 
answering phone calls about 
stopped up driveway pipes 
and washed out gravel road-
ways,” Stisher said. “Also, 
we’ve been maintaining 
gravel roads and handling 
complaints from mail carri-

ers of washed out shoulders 
at mailboxes.” 
  While handling the flooding 
issues, Stisher said he is pre-
paring for summer projects 
which include culvert re-
placements on Frost, Copper 
Springs, Greasy Cove, Har-
vey Oden and Campground 
roads. In addition, he said 
employees have been clear-
ing trees, limbs and hedges 

that hinder visibility at inter-
sections and along road-
ways.  
  “Thanks to the crew for 
working every day with a 
good attitude in such wet 
weather,” said Stisher. 
  Flooding was an issue that 
District 4 Commissioner and 
his shop employees had to 
battle with to get work done. 
  “We tried to deal with the 

flooding which caused us to 
replace washed out roads,” 
he said. We will have a pro-
ject going in the spring to 
repair roads and replace a 
large culvert in the Hulaco 
area,” Abercrombie said. 
    
  All the commissioners  and 
their  employees have pre-
pared their equipment to 
begin spring maintenance. 

Rain doesn’t stop routine maintenance in districts 

Left, a crew  repairs  cross  pipes in District 2;  right,  a company paving Ironman Road in District 2. 
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Runoff 

one party’s primary and attempt 
to vote in a different one,” said 
Probate Judge Greg Cain. I don’t 
think there will be a Democratic 
runoff, but those who voted in 
that party’s primary will not be 
able to vote in the Republican 
runoff.” 
  If voters dispute information 
about the party primary in which 
they voted, Cain said they could 
be allowed to cast a provisional 
ballot. 
  However, if information surfaces 
that shows them voting in a dif-
ferent party’s primary, the at-
tempted provisional vote will not 
be counted, Cain said. 
  Voters who did not vote in either  
primary on March 3rd may vote 
in  any party  runoff, he said. 
  The Alabama Legislature passed 
a law in 2017 to prohibit cross-
over voting. 
  Like in the primary elections, 
special accommodations are in 
place  for blind voters and others 
with disabilities for the runoff. 

Continued from page 1 

  “We have new handicap-
accessible equipment called 

“Express Votes”, said Cain. 
They can use braille or the sip 

and puff device that’s used 
for paraplegics.” 

 Morgan County  has more 
than 80,000 voters. 

  Circuit Clerk Chris Priest, who is also an election official, demonstrates how to use a handicap-accessible voting machine de-

signed for voters with disabilities including blindness and paraplegia. 

Census 
-portance of being counted in the cen-
sus, the County Commission has a 
marketing campaign underway, which 
includes distribution of flyers with 
information about the census and a 
possible door-to-door visit with coun-
ty residents. 
  Based on the 2010 census, Alabama 
received more than $13 billion in 2016 
through 55 federal spending pro-
grams, according to GS Institute of 
Public Policy at George Washington 
University. 
  The U.S. Constitution requires a pop-
ulation count in America at the turn of 
each decade. Local officials who are 
designated to work with the census 
say everyone in every household 
should be counted. 
  The various programs based on the 
census include special education 

grants, school lunch/breakfast pro-
grams, Title IV-E Foster Care, Medical 
Assistance Program (Medicaid), Medi-
care, Homeland Security and a count-
less number of other programs. 
  Morgan County commissioners know 
the significant role the census plays in 
many areas. 
  Chairman Ray Long says the census 
is used for various projects such as 
real estate development. 
  “Industries use information from the 
census to determine where to build 
factories and plants,” said Long. “If 
our residents don’t participate in the 
census, the industry owners will not 
have an accurate count of our popula-
tion, and that means we could lose an 
opportunity to bring jobs here. We 
urge everyone to take part in the cen-
sus.” 
  “It will most definitely affect funding 
that comes to our state to be distribut-

ed to the county,” said District 3 Com-
missioner Don Stisher. “We get feder-
al funding for a lot of programs and 
projects, including our roads and 
bridges, which is major. The census is 
extremely important and we ask that 
all of our residents perform their civic 
duty in completing one for their indi-
vidual households.” 
  District 1 Commissioner Jeff Clark 
stressed full participation as well. 
  “The census affects education and 
our infrastructure in a big way. We get 
federal grants all the time, some of 
which we have to provide matching 
funds. If we didn’t get the grants we 
would have to pay the entire cost for 
certain projects and that could cause a 
financial crunch. I hope all of our resi-
dents will consider what’s at stake and 
decide to complete the census forms.” 
  District 2 Commissioner Randy Vest 
and District 4 Commissioner Greg 

Abercrombie share the sentiment of 
the other officials and encourage resi-
dents to comply with the census re-
quest. 
  The census is scheduled to begin 
April 1st. The government will start 
sending invitations to complete the 
census forms March 12-20 and at least 
two reminders will be mailed during 
the month. 
  Cissy Pearson of NARCOG  said vari-
ous technology may be used to com-
plete the census form. 
  “Some people will be very comforta-
ble responding from their smart 
phones or computers,” she said. 
“Others might feel more comfortable 
calling and speaking to a census work-
er by telephone or requesting a paper 
questionnaire. The most important 
thing is that everyone should respond 
for an accurate count of the county’s 
population.” 

Continued from page 1 
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Morgan county schools 

Sharing our stories 

Teachers divide 

$12,000 grant 
  Twenty-two teachers  and staff  divided $12,000 in 
grant funding that state Sen. Arthur secured for the 
school system. The Morgan County Schools Foun-
dation reviewed applications  from teachers  to 
choose recipients of  the Fund-a-Need grants.  
  The foundation awards grants based on the great-
est need and impact 
  School officials say the grants would not have been 
possible without Sen. Orr.  He  is a consistent sup-
porter of  schools.  From left, Sen. Orr, Kayla Riggs and Superintendent Bill Hopkins. 

  Retired Falkville High Assis-
tant Principal/Athletic Director 
Keith Wilemon was inducted 
into the Alabama High School 
Sports Hall of Fame 
Class of 2020. 
  Wilemon located 
in Falkville in 1989 
to coach football 
and track. His 
coaching resulted in 
the Blue Devils’ 
track team being 
one of the best 
among small school 
teams in the state. He became 
assistant principal  and athletic 
director in 2000 while remain-
ing track coach. He led the team 

to four state boys’ outdoor track 
championships ; and he served 
as an assistant when the team 
won four boys and two girls’ 

state indoor titles.   
 
Under his leadership as 
coach or assistant coach 
the teams finished state 
runner-up 15 times. 
Wilemon was named  
National Federation of 
State High School Asso-
ciation’s Alabama Track  

Coach of the year in 2014; 
and Alabama High School Ath-
letic Association Track Coach of 
the Year in 2017, the year he 
retired. 

Retired Falkville  coach/AD 

inducted into Alabama High 

School Sports Hall of Fame 

Wilemon 

Exhibits, crocheting, quilt-
ing, candle making, square 
dancing and archery were 
just a few of the activities 
on Pioneer Day at Danville-
Neel Elementary School in 
November. More visitors 
go the school than any oth-

er time. Members of the 
community, including vol-
unteers help make the 
event a memorable one for 
the students. The most re-
cent event included a cow 
exhibit and coon dogs.  
 The crowd enjoyed open 

fire cooking and the mak-
ing of soap and antique 
toys.  
 The event has grown over 
the years and more 
than900 people enjoyed a 
Thanksgiving feast in the 
school’s cafeteria. 

Pioneer Day at Danville-Neel 

continues to grow each year 

Danville-Neel student Cameron Willis observes a presenter from Burritt Museum in Huntsville.  
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School News 

Food pantry to  

help students,  

their families 
  The Morgan County School 
System has established a food 
pantry for families of  MCS 
students. Non-perishable food 
items are donated for the pan-
try by churches, civic groups 
and school clubs.  Families 
and Community Together 
(FACT) representatives, MCS 
administrators and teachers 
may request food for families 
throughout the school year. 
The goal is to meet the nutri-
tional needs of students to 
keep them focused on their 
education. 
  To donate, please contact 
Sherri Mann at 256-309-3100. 
If you are a family in need 
please contact the guidance 
counselor at your respective 
school. 

  Brewer High School’s Future Farmers of America stu-
dent members learned about nursery landscape and af-
ter doing so they grasped an opportunity to give back to 
the community through a beautification project at Dai-
kin Field of Dreams Park at Sparkman School. FFA 
member Blake Bennett is shown working in the park. 

Giving back 

Students of the week  honored at 

breakfast, receive $50 certificates 

Each week teachers  at 
Priceville Junior High nomi-
nate a student for Student 
Leader of the Week.  They 
look for these  leadership 
qualities:  Respect, kindness, 
positive attitude, tenacity, per-
severance and team work for a 
common goal. 

The name of the winning stu-
dent each week is placed on 
the outdoor marquee and an-
nounced daily during an-
nouncements. At the end of 
the semester the school hosts 
a breakfast to honor the stu-
dents. Parents as well as staff 
of the central office are invited 

to attend. The school system’s 
partners in education Joe 
Wheeler EMC and Traditions 
Bank sponsor the breakfast; 
and Traditions Bank provided  
$50 certificates for students to 
establish  savings accounts  
for their future. Congratula-
tions to the young leaders. 

Avery Earl, one of the students honored at the breakfast, holds 
her certificate as representatives of Traditions Bank and Joe 
Wheeler EMC look on. 

Leadership 

  Lacey’s Spring School seeks to provide opportunities for stu-
dents to participate in a variety of extracurricular activities. 
Each year the school partners with Huntsville Symphony Or-
chestra for the school’s third graders to participate in a 10-
session violin course. Instruments are provided and they re-
ceive basic instructions on playing the violin. The students 
perform during a recital at the end of the course. 
Above, Lacey’s Spring student Sophie Voyles demonstrates 
how to hold the violin. 

Violin lessons 
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Branch  Locations 

211 Lee St. NE 

1830 Modaus Road SW 

1309 Stratford Road SE 
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County  IT director gets approval for company 

to upgrade software that will change domain 
By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 

  Soon, Morgan County will 
have a new domain that 
changes all email addresses 
for officials and employees.  
  The ending of each email ad-
dress will end with “.gov” ra-
ther than “.al.us.” 
 Recently, Information Tech-
nology Director George Hill 
got County Commission ap-
proval  for a Mississippi-based 
company to implement Mi-
crosoft 365 for county com-
puters, and says it will be a 
good upgrade for the county. 
  “Changing the email address 
will build credibility with gov-
ernment agencies as well as 
other people,” Hill said. “This 

will bring us in line with the 
state email system. We are 
utilizing their resources be-
cause they’ve vetted the pro-
cess and I don’t have to.” 
  During a meeting in January 
the County Commission au-
thorized the chairman to enter 
a contract with C-Spire Tech-
nology Company to imple-
ment Microsoft Office 365 for 
the IT Department. The ser-
vices, which include licensing, 
will cost $8,000 per month 
from Feb. 1, 2020 to Jan. 31, 
2023. 
  “They will set up our entire 
email system for us and we’ll 
pull our old email out into the 
new system,” Hill explained. 
They will acquire licensing for 

every county computer that 
has Office 365. They are get-
ting the licenses because Mi-
crosoft doesn’t sell directly to 
the public.” 
  Initially, 
only 250 
computers 
will be cov-
ered under 
the ser-
vices. 
  “It will 
cover every 
computer that’s assigned for 
use on a daily basis,” Hill said. 
“It will not cover computers 
that are shared or not used 
daily. Those not covered will 
be evaluated later.” 
  “The main goal is getting us 

on one version of office be-
cause right now we’re support-
ing six versions of office. This 
will get us all on one single 
version.” 
  Headquartered in Ridgeland, 
Miss., C-Spire has branches in 
Huntsville ,Birmingham, and 
Mobile 
  The service C-Spire will pro-
vide for Morgan County was 
initiated through a bid with 
the North Alabama Coopera-
tive Purchasing Association. 
  “They will start the first of 
March and I expect they’ll fin-
ish in April,” Hill said. 
  In addition to Office 365,  
Hill is in the process of replac-
ing computers and upgrading 
Windows software. 

  State offices that include  
judges, the district attorney’s 
office, license examiners,  
adult probation office, and 
Veterans Affairs, are on a sep-
arate  system and will not be 
included in  the changes. 
 “My main goal is to  first keep 
our system  secure and sec-
ondly,  I’m trying to bring   us 
up to a  more modern opera-
tion,” said Hill.  “We   are try-
ing to do that in the most cost 
efficient way  and still main-
tain quality of service for the 
people of Morgan  County.” 
   
 The county has 450 comput-
ers  divided between the 
courthouse and 20 offsite fa-
cilities, Hill said. 

Hill 
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County  to offer  spring cleaning services  in April 

By Sheryl Marsh 
Communications Director 
  The time of year has rolled around 
when the Morgan County Commission 
extends services to residents who are 
doing spring cleaning in and around 
their homes. 
  Spring Cleanup is April 6-18 and 
drop-off points will be ready to receive 
discarded items. 
 “We are delighted to be able to offer 
the service to our residents at no 
charge,” said Commission Chairman 
Ray Long. “I’ve heard from people 
who say they really appreciate having 
a place to take items such as applianc-
es, and that makes me and the other 
commissioners glad to be able to do 
this.” 
  During the first week (April 6-9 and 

April11th) of the cleanup period resi-
dents may take castaway items to the 
District 4 shop at Union Grove near 
Cotaco. The hours are 9 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and 7 -11 a.m. on Saturday. 
  During the second week (April 13-16 
and April 181h) residents should take 
items to environmental services in 
Hartselle. The hours are 9 a.m. until 
3:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and 7 -11 a.m. on Saturday. 
  There will be no intake on Friday 
during the cleanup at the District 4 
location or environmental services 
because the facilities are closed. Resi-
dents may go to the designated loca-
tion on Saturday of each of the weeks. 
  During both cleanup weeks the Deca-
tur/Morgan County Landfill will ac-

cept items Monday through Friday 
from 6 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. and  Satur-
day  from 7 -11 a.m. When residents 
take items to the landfill they must 
provide proof of residency. 
  Disposal of items is free at all loca-
tions. 
  In addition to the two-week cleanup, 
residents may take unwanted items 
throughout the year to environmental 
services Monday through Thursday 
from 10 a.m.  to 3:30 p.m. 
  “The  year-round  service is  some-
thing  extra the commission thought 
would be good for  our residents, and 
since it started everything appears to 
be working really well,” said District  3 
Commissioner Don Stisher. “We’re 
glad to offer and to know  that it is 
working for  the residents of Morgan.” 

  District 4 Commissioner Greg Aber-
crombie says he’s pleased with the 
annual  turnout. 
“We had quite a good  number to come 
to District 4 and we’re glad we could 
be of service,” said Abercrombie. 
  District 1 Commissioner  Jeff Clark 
and District 2 Commissioner Randy 
Vest were equally  pleased with the 
service.  “I just  know  that giving peo-
ple a chance to dispose  of something 
free  is a big help to them,” Clark said.  
  “The  two weeks of cleanup is great  
on its own, but the year-around ser-
vice adds to it tremendously,” said 
Vest.  “I’m  happy that our residents 
are utilizing  it . We’re just glad to  
provide it for them.” 

(Please see  Information box, page 14 ) 

Unacceptable items include shingles, tires,  household garbage, lumber, hazardous materials 

State of the County breakfast scenes 

The  room was packed with local business leaders who attended the State of the County breakfast.  

From left: Chairman Ray Long’s grandson Tripp Brown led the Pledge of Allegiance; Long and Environmental Services Director Johnny Howell; Animal Control Director Darren 

Tucker and Long; and Priceville High School JROTC students presented colors. Howell and Tucker told about the operations of their respective departments. 
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than 48,000 homes throughout the coun-

ty. 

  It is produced by Communications Di-

rector Sheryl Marsh. 

 The Morgan County Commission  has  free Rx  dis-

count cards for county residents. Collectively, the 

cards have resulted in hundreds of thousands of 

dollars in savings for people who have used them. 

To get your card please go to our website: 

www.co.morgan.al.us and click on Coast to Coast to 

request one. We will mail it to you. There are no 

eligibility requirements. 

About  The  Voice of  Morgan 

County 

Rx cards  available 

Spring Cleanup Information 
  First week (April 6-9 and April 11th) 

  District 4 Shop: 423 Union Hill Road, Union Grove (Go Highway East, 

three –fourths of a mile East of Cotaco 

   

  Second week (April 13-17 and April 18th) 

  Environmental Services:  1316 Industrial Drive SE, Hartselle 

   (Morgan County Industrial Park, off Thompson Road) 

    

  First and second weeks 

   Decatur/Morgan County Landfill: 500 Landfill Drive, Trinity 

   (Highway 31 North, left onto U.S. 72 West—Alternate/AL 20 West,  after approximately 

seven miles turn left onto Landfill Drive)         

Source:  Morgan County Environmental Services  
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 The Morgan County Commission  has  free Rx  dis-

count cards for county residents. Collectively, the 

cards have resulted in hundreds of thousands of 

dollars in savings for people who have used them. 

To get your card please go to our website: 

www.co.morgan.al.us and click on Coast to Coast to 

request one. We will mail it to you. There are no 

eligibility requirements. @MorganCoComm 

Morgan County Commission 

Sponsor of this publication 

Rx Card 

phone number or the website address 
listed on back of the card regarding 
benefits offered, Livingston said. 
  The number is the same as the one 
on the original card for the services. 
  Livingston, who delivered the new 
cards to the courthouse, said Morgan 
County has had more recipients to 
use the card than any county in the 
state. 
  “We were happy to hear that people 
in our county, who have received the 
cards are being helped with their 
healthcare needs,” said Commission 
Chairman Ray Long.  
  If you have the old card and would 
like to upgrade to the new one, you 
may pick up one  at any of the coun-
ty’s eight senior citizen centers or at a 
county shop in your district. 
  Also, you may go to Morgan Coun-
ty’s website, and click on the high-
lighted area to request a Coast to 
Coast card, and once your infor-

mation is received a card will be 
mailed to you. 
  “This is a great thing for our resi-
dents and we hope they will continue 
to benefit from the discounted ser-
vices through  the  card,” said District 
1 Commissioner Jeff Clark. 

Continued from page 4 
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